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Working Learning Acting TOGETHER

Dear Parents

Last week | spent several days at the East Asia Regional Council of Schools (EARCOS) Lead-
ership Conference, along with Mr. Haines and Ms. Chuah, our IB-MYP and IB-Diploma Co-
ordinators, respectively. EARCOS is the leading association of international schools globally,
with over 150 leading schools from across the region amongst its members, and with IST one
of the long serving members. As always, it was a terrific opportunity to learn more about
global trends and innovations in education and to discuss these trends with colleagues from
around the region. And, as always, | can honestly say that | returned home to IST feeling in-
spired and proud about the status and direction of our school and its programmes!

One of the other leading, though more localized, international school associations is our
very own Association of China and Mongolia International Schools (ACAMIS). IST is one
of ACAMIS’s eight original founding schools, with the association now having 92 members,
all of which must be Schools for the Children of Foreign Nationals (SCFN). ACAMIS affords
our staff and students numerous and valuable opportunities to work, learn and act together
with other schools across our region, including in the core student domains of Service, Arts,
Cultural Enrichment and Athletics.

On Wednesday our high school teams headed down to Hong Kong to participate in this
year’s ACAMIS Volleyball competition, and whether they win or lose in the actual games, |
know that they will win through the experience and will represent our school with distinc-
tion. | can say from personal experience (both my daughters) that participation in these sorts
of events leave deep and lasting impressions on the students and that they will return with
improved skills and game sense, a better understanding of the meaning of teamwork and
community, and with memories for a lifetime. Go Blazing Dragons!

On Wednesday our school was delighted to be able to host 28 elementary and secondary
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) teachers from the Ulsan Metropolitan
Office of Education in Korea. The teachers travelled to Tianjin as part of an inter-city edu-
cational exchange and in our case with the purpose of learning more about how our school
leverages the use of cutting-edge technologies, and specifically XR (AR/VR/MR) and Al tech-
nologies. The feedback | received was extremely complimentary, not only about our pro-
grammes but also about our students, equipment and facilities, and our school’s welcoming
and inclusive environment. Special thanks to Mr. Zhai for leading the group, and Ms. Park for
translation services.

Finally, a couple of reminders to parents and children regarding school IDs and buses. Firstly,
please note that Secondary students are required to bring their school IDs with them every
day, and this is especially important for registering their free daily school lunch (elementary
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student cards remain with teachers), and we ask for your support to ensure that they develop the routines and respon-
sibility to be afforded the right to use these IDs independently. Secondly, we are experiencing difficulties in monitoring
Secondary students on campus after 3:25 PM, when they choose not to catch their buses or to remain on campus with-
out approval. While our school likes to maintain a relatively open campus, for students and parents, for safeguarding and
security reasons, it is necessary that we know exactly who is on campus, when and where.

Please ensure that your children understand that they do not have permission to make decisions about what they do on
campus after school, unless they have permission from BOTH parents AND the school administration both parental and
school approval. In response to this situation, next week we will be releasing some updated guidelines about student
activity on campus after the 3:15 PM bell so that there is no confusion and so that we can ensure that your children
always remain safe. Thank you for your support.

All the best for a relaxing weekend!

Steve Moody
Director




IST Library & Information Literacy Center

Our Mission

The IST Library is a friendly place where our community is inspired and challenged to think critically, read widely, act
ethically, value creativity, and defend the right to access information.

Celebrating Library Week!

This week, we’ve been celebrating books, reading, and our library community throughout IST! Students have taken
part in DEAR (Drop Everything and Read), explored this year’s Panda Book Award selections, and celebrated stories
and reading across the school.

Library Week will wrap up with our Elementary Library Assembly and Book Character Dress-Up Day. We look
forward to sharing more photos from the celebration next week!

Library hours: Monday to Thursday 7:30 to 4:30 | Friday 7:30 to 3:30




Parent Book Club: Nov. 26"

Our next book selection is the novel Hamnet by Maggie O’Farrell. We will meet to discuss
the book on Thursday, November 26" at 8:30 am in the library. The library has copies of
the book in English, Chinese, and Korean. A digital copy in English is also available upon
request.

Please join us for coffee, treats, and lively discussion—even if you didn’t have a chance to
read the book! Ask our library staff how to join our WeChat group, where we share
information about the book club.

Library hours: Monday to Thursday 7:30 to 4:30 | Friday 7:30 to 3:30



\ y
)

STENIURION / /

SELDBESBUDDY: /

SeE=0N =
REGLSER -~

| N

Contact us via email:
Activity@istianjin.org.cn

Key Dates

«S1 CCA will continue
till 13 Nowv.

«S2 placement
announced on 16 Nov.

«S2 CCA: 23 Nov- 26 Feb
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Community-wide Goal:

In a world shaped by rapid technological change, including the continued rise of so-
cial media and Al, as well as growing geopolitical tensions and a lack of empathy for
the needs of others, at IST, our community shares collective commitment to nurture
internationally minded learners who embody the IB learner profile disposition of Thinker.

Within our school and host city of Tianjin, we will ask thoughtful questions, evalu-
ate information critically and ethically, and use reasoned evidence to understand
complex challenges and choose actions that reduce harm. Together, we will think
deeply about others’ perspectives and work to help make our world a better place.
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DiIARY DATES

Wednesday - November 4, 2026
Musical Production Rehearsal

Monday~Wednesday - November 9~11, 2026
Long Weekend

Tuesday~Wednesday - November 10~11, 2026

SporTs DATES

Oct 28-31 (Wed-Sat):
ACAMIS Volleyball @ HKA

Oct 31 (Sat):
ISAC MSFB Tournaments — Boys @ BCIS;
Girls YCIS @ DCB

Nov 1 (Sun):

Staff Workd
A Hortaays BISGL Golf — Universal Handicap @ 1SB
Thursday~Saturday - November 12~14, 2026

TIANMUN Nov 14 (Sat):

ISAC MS/HS Table Tennis @ Keystone

Tuesday - November 17,2026

Musical Production Rehearsal Nov 21 (Sat):

ISAC ES (U1 1) Table Tennis Exchange @ WAB

Thursday~Friday - November 19~20, 2026

Musical Production Nov 23 (Mon):

HSBB Wellington @ IST

Friday - November 27,2026

Christmas Tree Lighting@RITZ Nov 30 (Mon):

HSBB TEDA @ IST

WELcoME T0 THE IST SPORTS AND CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES (CCA) PROGRAM FOR THE 2026-2027 SCHOOL YEAR

Please do not hesitate to contact our department with any
questions.

Please take note of the following dates:
Season 1 Sport Schedule
© Starts Monday, 31 Aug and ends Friday, 13 Nov

© Mr. Silvis - Athletics & Activities Director
(ben_silvis@istianjin.org.cn)

© Ms. Guo Ying - Activities Officer (CCA’s) (ying_guo@
istianjin.org.cn)

© The program will run for approximately 10 school weeks
© No CCAs during holidays and PTSCs (conferences)
© Ms. Durian Wang - Activities Officer (Sports) (durian_
wang@istianjin.org.cn)

© Activity Office: telephone 022-28592003 / extension
8150.






