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Dear Parents and Students

I am sure that just like me, you all look forward to your Friday evenings, the end of the week and 
the start of the weekend. However, I bet you won’t be looking forward to tonight as much as our 
Grade 3-5 teachers who get to spend the night here at school having fun with their students at the 
Grade 3-5 Sleepover — let’s hope that the IST ghost isn’t too noisy!

While on the topic of overnight events, each year in September our secondary students head off 
on 4-5 day Week Without Walls excursions around China. These trips align with learning outcomes 
from our curriculum, and seek to promote independence, teamwork, and community building. 
Equally importantly, the trips promote a greater appreciation of our amazing host country. I wish 
our Grades 6-11 students (and the accompanying staff!) safe and enjoyable excursions next week 
as they travel to the following locations:
•	 Grades 6: Zibo  
•	 Grade 7: Qinhuangdao
•	 Grade 8: Yanqing
•	 Grade 9: Taishan
•	 Grade 10: Qingdao
•	 Grade 11: Xi’an

While their junior schoolmates are away on WWW, our Seniors get to stay here at school for the 
week to work on various components of their IB Diploma studies!

A reminder to those of you with children too young for school –or your non-IST friends with little 
ones who hold foreign passports–the first gathering of the IST Baby Dragons Play Group is sched-
uled for this coming Tuesday morning, 15 September. Please contact Ms. Angela Diao at ange-
la_diao@istianjin.org.cn in the elementary office for further information.

A reminder also, that admissions officers from the University of British Columbia (World top 50) 
will be visiting our school on Wednesday to meet with interested students and parents. Additional 
details are provided later on in Blaze.

Finally, I want to thank our new parents for completing the New Parent Survey this week, outlin-
ing your initial impressions of our school – hopefully very positive ones! I will be sure to share the 
results next week.

Warm regards

Steve Moody (-:
Director
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IST Library & Information Literacy Center

The IST Library is a friendly place where our community is inspired and challenged to think critically, read widely, act
ethically, value creativity, and defend the right to access information.

Our Mission

Ben Rothery Author Visit: Oct. 12 & 13

Library hours: Monday to Thursday 7:30 to 4:30 | Friday 7:30 to 3:30

We are excited to welcome award-winning author and illustrator Ben Rothery to IST on
October 12 and 13. Ben is the creator of beautifully illustrated nonfiction books
celebrating wildlife and the natural world, including Hidden Planet, Deadly & Dangerous
Animals, and his newest book, Wild Wonders. 

During his visit, Ben will be sharing his work with IST students through presentations and
creative workshops. More details, including a schedule for his visit, will be shared closer
to the date. You can learn more about Ben and his work here:
https://www.benrotheryillustrator.co.uk 

Parent Book Club: September 24  th

Our next book selection is the novel Project Hail Mary by Andy Weir. We will meet to discuss the
book on Thursday, September 24  at 8:30 am in the library. The library has copies of the book in
English, Chinese, and Korean. A digital copy in English is also available upon request.

th

Please consider joining us for coffee, treats, and lively discussion—even if you didn’t have a
chance to read the book! Ask our library staff how to join our WeChat group, where we share
information about the book club.

Book Fair: Oct. 14 & 15
We are excited to host our Fall Book Fair in the IST Library on October 14 & 15. Parents are warmly invited to stop
by and explore the fair during the school day, or while on campus for parent-teacher conferences. The fair will
remain open into the evening on both days, although Thursday evening hours will be shorter. All elementary classes
will also have a scheduled visit on Wednesday.

The Book Fair is a wonderful opportunity to discover new reads and add to your home library, with a wide range of
engaging English-language books for all ages.
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Still available at the front desk.
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Dear Parents, 
 
We are pleased to share some important information regarding ordering PE kit and school merchandise 
through our new K12 online shop. 
 
How to Order 
All PE kit and merchandise purchases should be made directly through the K12 online store. 
The online shop allows families to place orders at any time and have items delivered directly to their 
preferred address. We only have a few PE uniform available at the front desk. See flyer.  
 
Free Shipping 

• Orders of RMB 200 or more qualify for free shipping. 
• Orders below RMB 200 will be subject to the standard delivery fee charged by K12. 

 
Size Exchanges 
We understand that selecting the correct size can sometimes be challenging. 
As size samples are not yet available on campus, K12 has agreed to support families during this transition 
period: 

• If an item is ordered in the wrong size, there will be no return shipping fee for size exchanges at this 
time. 

• Once size samples are available at school, families will be able to use these samples to determine the 
correct size before ordering. At that stage, normal return shipping fees will apply for size exchanges. 

 
Pre-Ordering 
Some items may be listed as pre-order items. 
For pre-orders: 

• Orders are placed in advance to secure production. 
• Delivery timelines may be slightly longer than for in-stock items. 
• K12 will provide estimated delivery dates where applicable. 

 
We encourage families to place orders early, particularly before the start of a new semester or sports 
season. 
 
Thank you for your support as we transition to the new ordering system. Should you have any questions, 
please contact the school or K12 customer service team. 
 
Kind regards, 
Ben Silvis 
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Week of 7 September 2026
━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━

�� SCOREBOARD

PFO Picknick ⚽ Football    4-4   �� Win for the IST Community

�� COACH'S NOTE
Well done all. Every player showed the DRAGONS Spirit. See you all next year!. 

��DRAGONS��
D – Dedication R – Respect A – Achievement G - Growth O – Openness N – Nurturing S – Spirit

This weekend is all about Badminton. The MS students will playing the ISCOT MS Tournament in the QIN Gym from 9:00am till around 1:00pm. 

While some of our HS Students will take part in the IST HS open in the Dragon Arena.

If you cannot make it you will be able to see some amazing HS Badminton through our Live Stream
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Community-wide Goal: 

In a world shaped by rapid technological change, including the continued rise of so-
cial media and Al, as well as growing geopolitical tensions and a lack of empathy for 
the needs of others, at IST, our community shares collective commitment to nurture 
internationally minded learners who embody the IB learner profile disposition of Thinker.
 
Within our school and host city of Tianjin, we will ask thoughtful questions, evalu-
ate information critically and ethically, and use reasoned evidence to understand 
complex challenges and choose actions that reduce harm. Together, we will think 
deeply about others’ perspectives and work to help make our world a better place.
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Diary Dates

Welcome to the IST Sports and Co-Curricular Activities (CCA) Program for the 2026-2027 school year 

Sports DatesSports Dates

Monday~Friday - September 14 ~18, 2026Monday~Friday - September 14 ~18, 2026
Week Without Walls (G6-G12)Week Without Walls (G6-G12)

Friday - September 25, 2026Friday - September 25, 2026
Mid-Autumn FestivalMid-Autumn Festival

Monday~Friday - September 28 ~ October 4, 2026Monday~Friday - September 28 ~ October 4, 2026
Chinese National HolidayChinese National Holiday

September 2026
Sep 12 (Sat): 

ISCOT Badminton Invitational MS+HS @ IST

Sep 18 (Fri): 
ISCOT G3-5 Table Tennis @ IST

Sep 19 (Sat): 
ISAC MSFB Exchange — U14 Boys @ BWYA; 

U14 Girls YCIS @ DCB

	 Sep 21 (Mon): 
HSVB IST @ TIS

Sep 24 (Thu): 
MS Girls IST @ Wellington; Boys Wellington @ 

IST; MSFB TIS @ IST

Please take note of the following dates: Please take note of the following dates: 

Season 1 Sport ScheduleSeason 1 Sport Schedule

	-�	 Starts Monday, 31 Aug and ends Friday, 13 NovStarts Monday, 31 Aug and ends Friday, 13 Nov

	-�	 The program will run for approximately 10 school weeksThe program will run for approximately 10 school weeks

	-�	 No CCAs during holidays and PTSCs (conferences)No CCAs during holidays and PTSCs (conferences)

Please do not hesitate to contact our department with any Please do not hesitate to contact our department with any 
questions. questions. 

	-�	 Mr. Silvis – Athletics & Activities DirectorMr. Silvis – Athletics & Activities Director

          (ben_silvis@istianjin.org.cn)           (ben_silvis@istianjin.org.cn) 

	-�	 Ms. Guo Ying – Activities Officer (CCA’s) (ying_guo@Ms. Guo Ying – Activities Officer (CCA’s) (ying_guo@
istianjin.org.cn)    istianjin.org.cn)    

	-�	 Ms. Durian Wang – Activities Officer (Sports) (durian_Ms. Durian Wang – Activities Officer (Sports) (durian_
wang@istianjin.org.cn) wang@istianjin.org.cn) 

	-�	 Activity Office: telephone 022-28592003 / extension Activity Office: telephone 022-28592003 / extension 
8150.8150.




