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Working Learning Acting TOGETHER

Dear Parents and Students

In the wake of the devastating flooding in Nepal and the recent earthquakes in Colom-
bia and Venezuela, and in recognition of our responsibility to ensure that our community
is well prepared for emergency situations, we carried out an earthquake drill at school
yesterday. | am delighted to again report that our community demonstrated exemplary
conduct throughout the exercise, and that once again every person on the campus was
registered within our target time of 5 minutes. | want to thank those parents who were on
campus during the practice for participating and for helping to model appropriate conduct.
Should you wish to learn more about our safeguarding practices, you can visit our school
website at this link: https://www.istianjin.org/emergency-procedures/

In addition to telephone calls from our elementary and secondary office, at this time of
the year | like to personally solicit some early feedback from parents who are new to our
school. All new parents will therefore receive a link on Monday to a very short New Parent
Survey about your initial impressions of our school — hopefully very positive ones! Thank
you in advance for your time and support with this survey, which is an attempt to continue
to improve the quality of our service delivery.

A reminder that the PFO will host our annual picnic tomorrow between 11:00 AM and
3:00 PM here at school. There will be a wide range of fun activities and food vendors, and
plenty of opportunities to relax and enjoy being a member of our wonderful international
community. | wish to extend enormous thanks to our PFO and committee for all of their
efforts to make this such a special day for our community.

The PFO Picnic also just so happens to coincide with the 32" anniversary of the found-
ing of our school in a converted villa at 5 Munan Dao in Heping District on 5 September
1994. | can assure you that our school has come a very long way over the intervening 32
years, not just in literal distance from the Wudadao area, but more importantly in terms
of campus, facilities, and programmes. | am sure that like me, you are all immensely proud
of our wonderful school and the community that makes it so special. Students and staff
(and parents who were lucky enough to be here) celebrated this important legacy event at
school today with a Magnum ice-cream!

| want to thank the many thousands of students, parents, support staff and teachers who
have loved and trusted our school over the years, and who have helped support its growth
and development into a truly world-class place of learning, and with ‘simply the best’ com-
munity!

| have recorded a very brief history of our school below, just in case you were not alread
aware!
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e 5 September 1994: IST (then TIST) opened its doors at 6 Munan Dao, Heping District.

e 1997: IST expanded and opened a satellite Middle School for Grades 6-8 just down the road from Munan Dao in
Dali Dao.

e 1998: IST was formally accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC)

e 1998: IST opened (for just one year) an additional satellite building in Xinhua Lu for our KG3 and Grade 1 students
(again just down the road from the main campus).

e 2001: IST opened the Qin Building here at 22 Weishan Lu.

e 2002: IST was authorized to offer the IB-MYP and IB-Diploma programmes

e 2005: IST was jointly accredited by WASC and the Council of International School (CIS), and authorized to offer the
IB-PYP. We also graduated our first cohort of Seniors, the Class of 2005 (they are all now fast approaching 40 years
of age!)

e 2011: We opened the new Han Building.

e 2026: We opened the new Dragon Arena.

e 5 September 2026: IST turns 32!

Finally, in case you haven’t noticed already, a rather nasty flu virus is currently circulating in our community, with a
number of staff and students (and no doubt parents) feeling rather unwell. | encourage all parents to keep sick chil-
dren at home if they are feeling unwell and showing symptoms in order that they recover more quickly and so that
they do not pass on their illness to others. Thank you!

| look forward to seeing many of you at tomorrow’s picnic, and wish you all a wonderful weekend, especially given the
lovely late summer/early autumn weather that is forecast!

Warm regards

Steve Moody (-:
Director




IST Library & Information Literacy Center

Our Mission
The IST Library is a friendly place where our community is inspired and challenged to think critically, read widely, act
ethically, value creativity, and defend the right to access information.

Author Visit: Ben Rothery

We are excited to welcome award-winning author and illustrator Ben Rothery to IST on October 12 and 13.
Ben is the creator of beautifully illustrated nonfiction books celebrating wildlife and the natural world, including
Hidden Planet, Deadly & Dangerous Animals, and his newest book, Wild Wonders.

During his visit, Ben will be sharing his work with IST students through presentations and creative workshops. More
details, including a schedule for his visit, will be shared closer to the date. You can learn more about Ben and his work
here: https://www.benrotheryillustrator.co.uk

Parent Book Club: September 24"

Our next book selection is the novel Project Hail Mary by Andy Weir. We will meet to discuss
the book on Thursday, September 24™ at 8:30 am in the library. The library has copies of the
book in English, Chinese, and Korean. A digital copy in English is also available upon request.

Please consider joining us for coffee, treats, and lively discussion—even if you didn’t have a
chance to read the book! Ask our library staff how to join our WeChat group, where we
share information about the book club.

Library hours: Monday to Thursday 7:30 to 4:30 | Friday 7:30 to 3:30
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Week of 31August 2026

¥ SCOREBOARD

MS & Football Girls IST vs TEDA 5-0 @y WIN
MS @ Football Boys IST vs TEDA 8-2 ¢4 WIN
<) Volleyball Girls IST vs TEDA 0-2 Loss
HS = Volleyball Boys IST vs TEDA 0-2 Loss

@ COACH'S NOTE

MS Girls Football
Good team cohesion shown. We will continue to improve our use of space through passing.

MS Boys Football:

When we work act and learn together, we all grow, and when we focus on what goes on Amongst each other, we
become confident and spirited. That was exactly what happened on the field during the match against TEDA. If
students played or not, we acted as a team and that is what makes us strong and what allowed us to continue to
grow.
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HS Girls Volleyball
The girls fought hard in their season opener
against TEDA but fell short 25-22 and 25-19.
With better communication and consistent
serves, this team has plenty of promise!

& MS DRAGON OF THE WEEK
Mariia
S — Spirit
Led her team in a truly positive, constructive,
and inspiring way.
Evifinja
A — Achievement
Scored multiple times in a commanding display
of skill.
Julia
D - Dedication
Showed strength and stamina in the vital center
midfield position.

&3 HS DRAGON OF THE WEEK
N-Nuturing
This week's Dragon of the Week goes to the
whole team for demonstrating the N in
DRAGONS — Nurturing! Through their
encouragement, teamwork, and willingness to
support one another, they helped create a
positive and inclusive atmosphere where
everyone felt valued. That's what being a
Dragon is all about! ¢

HS Boys Volleyball

We struggled from the beginning and

never really found our rhythm. TEDA
served strongly from the start, and with

too many of our serves going out or

into the net, we were unable to gain

any traction or momentum. We know
what we need to work on in the coming

weeks and will use this experience to

improve.

& MS DRAGON OF THE WEEK
S- Spirit
This week's Dragon of the Week goes to the

whole team for embodying the S in DRAGONS —

Spirit! Every single player brought energy,

encouragement, and positivity, creating a
motivating atmosphere where everyone could
thrive. That's what being a Dragon is all about!

&3 HS DRAGON OF THE WEEK
G - Growth
Felix and Pascal both embraced the
opportunities for learning and embodied the
Growth
A — Achievement
Hao Yang definitely demonstrated this value
throughout the entire game. Despite receiving
some difficult passes, he stayed focused and
delivered several impressive sets to our
attackers.



Following our new leadership selection process, we are proud to announce the student-athletes who have been selected to
serve as Team Captains and Vice Captains for Season 1. These students were chosen through a thoughtful process that
included athlete nominations, coach input, and a review of leadership qualities aligned with our DRAGONS values. Our goal
was not simply to select leaders, but to identify and develop student-athletes who will positively influence their teams
throughout the season. The selection process was guided by the principles outlined in The Blazing Dragons Leadership
Program, with an emphasis on leadership, character, and service.

Season 1 Team Leadership
Middle School Girls Football
Captain: Mariia
Vice Captain: Fiona
Middle School Boys Football
Captain: Jordan
Vice Captain: Albert S.
High School Girls Volleyball
Captain: Karin
Vice Captains: TungHe and Belize
High School Boys Volleyball
Captain: Paul
Vice Captain: HaoYang

As representatives of IST Athletics, these student leaders have accepted an important responsibility. They are expected to
uphold and model the DRAGONS values of Dedication, Respect, Achievement, Growth, Openness, Nurturing, and Spirit,
serving as positive role models for teammates both on and off the field and court. Being chosen as a captain is not simply a
title. It is a commitment to leading by example, supporting teammates, promoting sportsmanship, fostering inclusion, and
helping create a positive team culture. We are confident that these leaders will represent the Blazing Dragons community
with pride and integrity throughout the season.

Congratulations to all of our captains and vice captains. We look forward to seeing you lead with courage, character, and

commitment as you honor the DRAGONS values and continue building the legacy of IST Athletics.
Go Dragons! ¢ 2

&% DRAGONS &%
D — Dedication R — Respect A — Achievement G - Growth O —
Openness N — Nurturing S — Spirit




Community Curriculum

Q1-Connection &
Inclusion

Growing Together: How Our Students Choose Their Action Groups

This term, our secondary students took part in one of the highlights of our Community
Curriculum: the Action Group Market — a lively, hands-on session where students
"shopped around" to discover the groups they wanted to be part of for the year ahead.

But long before the market opened its doors, students were already doing the real work:
thinking mindfully about their own growth.

Two Questions, One Purpose
Every student — whether stepping into the role of Student Steward or joining as an
Active Participant — was guided by two simple but powerful questions:

Where do | want to grow? (Within Myself)
Students reflected on new skills to build, topics to explore, and challenges they were
ready to take on.

With whom do | want to grow? (Among Others)
Students considered the people they'd be working alongside — who they could
support, and who might inspire them to do their best.

At the market itself, this reflection came to life. Students browsed each Action Group,
asked questions, and weighed up not just what they'd be doing, but who they'd be
doing it with — a small but meaningful act of intention-setting before committing to a

group.

Rooted in Something Bigger
What made this year's Market especially meaningful
was how clearly students connected their choices
to our community's foundations — the roots that
ground everything we do:

Two Roles, One Community e Within Myself — self-knowledge, resilience,
Our Action Groups run on a simple but confidence
effective model: . Among Others — respectful relationships,
: community, service
e Student Stewards step up as organizers « Beyond Ourselves — cu\{'ing for the wider world
) T - " %
Iandd gr’?‘l.ip kgmd?s h .pPactlsmg posﬂ;lvz Watching students articulate why a particular grou
eadership, keeping their groups active an aligned with their own growth, and who thefy hope
on track, and learning by supporting others. to grow alongside, was a genuine highlight for our
* Active Participants bring energy anc! ide'as Student Stewards and staff alike.
— supporting their Stewards, contributing A Community Built on Mindful Choices
actively, and helping the whole group grow. This process — reflect, connect, commit b
Both rolE®mmatter equally. Leadershi 4 more than just sign-up logistics. It's a small but
qually. Leaaership an powerful practice in self-awareness, intentional
participation are simply two ways of showing community-building, and shared leadership. It's

inclusion and diversity in action: every student
Findin%their’ place, and ‘every group made stronger
y the differences each person brings.

up for the same shared goal.
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WEEKLY CCA SPOTLIGHT

Session 1CCAs |
Have Started! 4

+

SESSION 1 DATES: AUG 31°"- NOV 13"

e S
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Community-wide Goal:

In a world shaped by rapid technological change, including the continued rise of so-
cial media and Al, as well as growing geopolitical tensions and a lack of empathy for
the needs of others, at IST, our community shares collective commitment to nurture
internationally minded learners who embody the IB learner profile disposition of Thinker.

Within our school and host city of Tianjin, we will ask thoughtful questions, evalu-
ate information critically and ethically, and use reasoned evidence to understand
complex challenges and choose actions that reduce harm. Together, we will think
deeply about others’ perspectives and work to help make our world a better place.
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DiIARY DATES : SporTs DATES

September 2026
Sep 12 (Sat):
ISCOT Badminton Invitational MS+HS @ IST

Monday~Friday - September 14 ~18,2026
Week Without Walls (G6-G12)

Friday - September 25, 2026 A

Mid-Autumn Festival Sep 18 (Fri):

ISCOT G3-5 Table Tennis @ IST

Monday~Friday - September 286 ~ October 4, 2026

Chinese National Holiday Sep 19 (Sat):

ISAC MSFB Exchange — U14 Boys @ BWYA;
U14 Girls YCIS @ DCB

Sep 21 (Mon):
HSVBIST @ TIS

Sep 24 (Thu):
MS Girls IST @ Wellington; Boys Wellington @
IST; MSFB TIS @ IST

WELcoME T0 THE IST SPORTS AND CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES (CCA) PROGRAM FOR THE 2026-2027 SCHOOL YEAR

Please take note of the following dates: Please do not hesitate to contact our department with any
questions.

Season 1 Sport Schedule
© Mr. Silvis - Athletics & Activities Director

© Starts Monday, 31 Aug and ends Friday, 13 Nov

(ben_silvis@istianjin.org.cn)

© Ms. Guo Ying - Activities Officer (CCA’s) (ying_guo@
istianjin.org.cn)

© The program will run for approximately 10 school weeks

© No CCAs during holidays and PTSCs (conferences)

© Ms. Durian Wang - Activities Officer (Sports) (durian_
wang@istianjin.org.cn)

© Activity Office: telephone 022-28592003 / extension
8150.






