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Dear Parents and Students

What a busy week for everyone … in addition to student photos, we also hosted the Sec-
ondary Open House on Tuesday and the Elementary Open House and Parent Faculty Or-
ganization (PFO) Welcome Morning Tea and Meeting yesterday. As always, it was terrific 
to meet and chat with our ever-supportive parent community, and to be able to give a 
special welcome to parents new to our school family. 

I do hope that you found the open house events informative and that you enjoyed the 
opportunity to meet with some of our teachers and to learn more about your children’s 
school experience. If you have any concerns, or additional questions that you would like 
to ask, or comments about the format of the events, please do not hesitate to contact the 
elementary and secondary offices to arrange a time to come in and talk.

A reminder that the PFO will host our annual picnic next weekend, 5 September, which 
just so happens to coincide with the 32nd anniversary of the founding of our school in a 
converted villa at 5 Munan Dao in Heping District. I can assure you that our school has 
come a very long way over the intervening 32 years, not just in literal distance from the 
Wudadao area, but more importantly in terms of campus, facilities, and programmes. I am 
sure that like me, you are all immensely proud of our wonderful school and the community 
that makes it so special. We will be sure to celebrate at the picnic next weekend, possibly 
with a small treat for each member of our community who is present!

The PFO has many aims but first and foremost, it is a forum for community fellowship 
and sharing, and I therefore encourage all members of our community to attend the many 
activities, events and meetings coordinated by the PFO Committee, this year once again 
under the enthusiastic leadership of Kitty Shen and Alice Jin. Thank you, PFO and PFO 
Committee members!

Please note that school-wide co-curricular activities (CCAs) commence this coming Mon-
day (31 August). Please be sure to take note of the days on which your children attend 
these activities so that they are appropriately prepared and so that any necessary adjust-
ments to personal transportation arrangements can be made. School CCA buses will arrive 
home approximately one hour later than on normal school days. 

I wish to draw your attention to an item later in Blaze, and this relates to our new WeChat 
online system for ordering IST Physical Education kits. All you need to do is scan the QR 
code, make your selection, and the items will be delivered directly to your home!
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Finally, as we witness images of the recent devastating earthquakes in Colombia and Venezuela, and this week’s hor-
rifying landslide and flash flood near the Nepal and China border, we are reminded of the importance of taking every 
step possible to ensure that our own community is prepared for emergency situations. To this end, we will be prac-
ticing an earthquake drill early next week. We need to advise community members of the actual date of earthquake 
drills as it is otherwise difficult to simulate them and distinguish the evacuation protocol from a regular fire evacua-
tion. I will therefore ensure that parents are advised at least an hour or two prior to the drill so that you know what 
to expect, and so that you can avoid being on campus and having to follow the full procedure, which includes ducking 
and covering and seeking protection under furniture!

Essentially, the siren will sound for 10 seconds simulating the start of the earthquake. A 2-minute period of silence  will 
then follow during which time you must duck and cover. The end of the earthquake and the signal to evacuate to the 
running track at the rear of the school will be the continuous sounding of the standard evacuation siren. Please note 
that you will not be permitted to leave the school following the start of the drill and until after a full attendance regis-
ter has been completed on the school running track. Please be sure to check out the following link on the IST website 
to familiarize yourselves with our process. And please remember, if you are on campus, you are obliged to participate! 
https://www.istianjin.org/emergency-procedures/

I wish you all a wonderful weekend, especially given the lovely late summer/early autumn weather that is forecast!  

Warm regards

Steve Moody (-:
Director



IST Library & Information Literacy Center

The IST Library is a friendly place where our community is inspired and challenged to think critically, read widely, act
ethically, value creativity, and defend the right to access information.

Our Mission

Celebrating our Multilingual Collection

Library hours: Monday to Thursday 7:30 to 4:30 | Friday 7:30 to 3:30

One of the things we love about the IST Library is the range of languages represented on our shelves. Our collection
includes books in English, Chinese, Korean, French, and German, along with a smaller selection in several other
languages. We invite families to stop by, browse the collection, and discover something new in a familiar language. 

We’re always working to develop our collection to best support the needs and interests of the IST community. If
there’s a book you’d love to see in the library, please let us know. We’re always happy to consider suggestions for
future orders.

Parent Book Club: September 24  th

Our next book selection is the novel Project Hail Mary by Andy Weir. We will meet to discuss
the book on Thursday, September 24  at 8:30 am in the library. The library has copies of the
book in English, Chinese, and Korean. A digital copy in English is also available upon request.

th

Please consider joining us for coffee, treats, and lively discussion—even if you didn’t have a
chance to read the book! Ask our library staff how to join our WeChat group, where we
share information about the book club.
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Community-wide Goal: 

In a world shaped by rapid technological change, including the continued rise of so-
cial media and Al, as well as growing geopolitical tensions and a lack of empathy for 
the needs of others, at IST, our community shares collective commitment to nurture 
internationally minded learners who embody the IB learner profile disposition of Thinker.
 
Within our school and host city of Tianjin, we will ask thoughtful questions, evalu-
ate information critically and ethically, and use reasoned evidence to understand 
complex challenges and choose actions that reduce harm. Together, we will think 
deeply about others’ perspectives and work to help make our world a better place.
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Diary Dates

Welcome to the IST Sports and Co-Curricular Activities (CCA) Program for the 2026-2027 school year 

Sports DatesSports Dates

Saturday - September 5, 2026Saturday - September 5, 2026
IST BirthdayIST Birthday
PFO PicnicPFO Picnic

Monday~Friday - September 14 ~18, 2026Monday~Friday - September 14 ~18, 2026
Week Without Walls (G6-G12)Week Without Walls (G6-G12)

Friday - September 25, 2026Friday - September 25, 2026
Mid-Autumn FestivalMid-Autumn Festival

Monday~Friday - September 28 ~ October 4, 2026Monday~Friday - September 28 ~ October 4, 2026
Chinese National HolidayChinese National Holiday

September 2026
Sep 3 (Thu): 

ISAC ADs Fall Meeting @ Keystone

Sep 12 (Sat): 
ISCOT Badminton Invitational MS+HS @ IST

Sep 18 (Fri): 
ISCOT G3-5 Table Tennis @ IST

Sep 19 (Sat): 
ISAC MSFB Exchange — U14 Boys @ BWYA; 

U14 Girls YCIS @ DCB

	 Sep 21 (Mon): 
HSVB IST @ TIS

Sep 24 (Thu): 
MS Girls IST @ Wellington; Boys Wellington @ 

IST; MSFB TIS @ IST

Please take note of the following dates: Please take note of the following dates: 

Season 1 Sport ScheduleSeason 1 Sport Schedule

	-�	 Starts Monday, 31 Aug and ends Friday, 13 NovStarts Monday, 31 Aug and ends Friday, 13 Nov

	-�	 The program will run for approximately 10 school weeksThe program will run for approximately 10 school weeks

	-�	 No CCAs during holidays and PTSCs (conferences)No CCAs during holidays and PTSCs (conferences)

Please do not hesitate to contact our department with any Please do not hesitate to contact our department with any 
questions. questions. 

	-�	 Mr. Silvis – Athletics & Activities DirectorMr. Silvis – Athletics & Activities Director

          (ben_silvis@istianjin.org.cn)           (ben_silvis@istianjin.org.cn) 

	-�	 Ms. Guo Ying – Activities Officer (CCA’s) (ying_guo@Ms. Guo Ying – Activities Officer (CCA’s) (ying_guo@
istianjin.org.cn)    istianjin.org.cn)    

	-�	 Ms. Durian Wang – Activities Officer (Sports) (durian_Ms. Durian Wang – Activities Officer (Sports) (durian_
wang@istianjin.org.cn) wang@istianjin.org.cn) 

	-�	 Activity Office: telephone 022-28592003 / extension Activity Office: telephone 022-28592003 / extension 
8150.8150.


