
Friday 29 May 2026

•	 Health & Wellbeing
•	 Library
•	 PE News
•	 Secondary
•	 PFO
•	 2025-26 Communi-

ty-wide Goal
•	 Menu
•	 Diary Dates

CONTENTS

Dear Parents and Students

Today’s edition of Blaze is the last for the 2025-26 school year. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the entire IST community for their incredible support of our amazing 
school over the past year. I am so very proud to have the honor of leading a school in which 
parents are consistently enthusiastic in their efforts to work together with teachers and 
support staff to provide the best possible learning environment for our students. I know 
that each IST employee joins with me in thanking you for this support. 

The past year has had many special events and highlights, including the KG1-G2 Spring 
Show ‘The Bee Story’ earlier this week. The theme of the show related to the important 
role that bees play in pollination and food production, and our responsibility to protect the 
environment. The show certainly enthused the entire audience, including the elementary 
school V.I.B. (Very Important Bee), Mr. Wallace! Thank you to Ms. Lee, Ms. Murphy, and all 
the teachers and support staff who helped prepare the show, and especially our retiring 
KG2 teacher, Ms. Dingle, for her long-term support and leadership of elementary produc-
tions over the past 23 years.

Secondary students had fun participating in Sports Day events yesterday morning, fol-
lowed later in the afternoon by the Athletics Awards, which celebrate student sporting 
participation and success throughout the school year. Congratulations to all of our student 
athletes!

Rounding off this rather busy week, we will hold the Grade 12 Graduation Ceremony later 
this afternoon in the Han Theatre. Graduation marks the conclusion of the secondary and 
final compulsory stage of schooling for our students, and thus the end of childhood, and 
heralds the commencement of tertiary studies and the world of work. We are all so very 
proud of our graduating students and we are excited to celebrate together their wonderful 
achievement of earning their high school diplomas. All members of our community are 
warmly invited to attend the ceremony (please be seated by 3:50PM), but if you can’t 
attend, please consider tuning in on our livestream channel: https://www.youtube.com/
live/ibxsLgLLah4

We have several more important events before the end of the year, including
•	 Summer Reading Checkout: Students and parents have been checking out library 

books for summer reading over the past week. The final day for checkouts will be Tues-
day 2 June.

•	 Grade 5 Transition Ceremony: On Wednesday afternoon at 1:00PM we will celebrate 
the completion of Elementary school studies for our Grade 5 students. Congratulations 
to the Grade 5 students who now move onto the exciting adventures of middle school.

https://www.youtube.com/live/ibxsLgLLah4 
https://www.youtube.com/live/ibxsLgLLah4 
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•	 Secondary Awards Ceremony: Next Thursday (4 June) at 8:25AM we will celebrate the academic progress and 
achievements of our Secondary students.

The last day of school for the 2025-26 school year will be next Friday, 5 June. Friday is a half-day only and school will 
end at 11:45am. Buses will depart school at 12PM (noon), and all students and parents will need to exit the campus 
no later than 12:30PM. Please note that there will be no lunch service on Friday. Please also note that all departure 
forms must be completed no later than next Thursday! 

Students will be issued with their personal copy of the 2025-26 Internationalist Yearbook next Friday morning. Special 
thanks to the Marketing and Communications Office for producing such a wonderful memento for us all to enjoy. 

Students will also be issued an electronic Semester 2 Progress Report via Toddle next Friday (as well as hard copies 
for those families that registered). I wish to congratulate all of our students on the wonderful progress that they have 
made this year. We are all very proud of their many accomplishments and know that next year will bring even more. If 
parents have any questions or concerns about the reports, please do not hesitate to contact a member of the school 
administration. Please also note that if departure documentation is not completed by Thursday afternoon, we will 
be unable to issue report cards and yearbooks on Friday.

The end of year is an exciting time for us all as we look forward to a well-earned rest and possibly a return to our 
homes and families, or an exciting adventure here in China or in another country. Unfortunately, it is also a time at 
which we must bid farewell to students, friends, and colleagues. On behalf of all of us who will remain in Tianjin next 
year, I would like to wish the IST families that will be leaving our school every happiness in their new schools and 
homes.  

Every year we must also farewell members of our school facutly and I would like to take this moment to thank the 
following teachers for their wonderful service to our students and school community: 

I would like to pay special tribute to Ms. Dingle, who retires from IST this year following 23 years of wonderful service 
to our school, and especially to the KG3 programme. Ms. Dingle is without doubt one of the hardest working, most 
talented, and fun-loving professionals that I have ever had the pleasure to work with and her contributions to our 
school have been without parallel. Both of my own daughters were taught by Ms. Dingle, as have hundreds of other 
kindergarteners at our school over the duration of her long service, all of whom loved every moment in her classroom.  
I wish Ms. Dingle every happiness for a very well-earned retirement back home in Bundaberg, Australia.

Troy Pearce Kevin 
Vernhout

Jackie DingleBecca Alosi Christina 
Reddaway

Sarah McCord
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I also wish to acknowledge the long and dedicated service of three teacher assistants who will be retiring from their 
assignments at the end of the current school year. Liu Yan (28 years), Lucy Xu (25 years) and Catherine Wei (15 years) 
have contributed both in the classroom and beyond and will be greatly missed by our school community. The good 
news, however, is that because they are all Tianjin-ren, we will still be able to see them from time to time. I wish all 
three long, enjoyable and well-deserved retirements!

I also wish to extend a public note of special appreciation to a long-serving member and Board of Gov-
ernors Chair, Anna Centerman, who is stepping down this year after seven years of service, following the 
graduation this year of her twin children, Saga and Sigge. I know that our entire community will join me 
in thanking Anna, Johan, Saga and Sigge for being such positive contributors to our school and commu-
nity over the past ten years. I wish them all every happiness for the future.

Finally, on behalf of all of us here at the school, I wish to once again thank our parent community for entrusting their 
children’s education to our school, and our students for being such fine representatives of their own countries and 
cultures. Thank you to the IST Board of Governors for their constant guidance and support, and to the committed staff 
of IST for being such a terrific team and for making IST a friendly place where the needs of our students come first.  I 
wish everyone a safe and happy holiday!

Warmest regards

Steve Moody
Director

PS: The first day of school for the 2026-27 school year is Wednesday 5 August!

Liu Yan Lucy Xu Catherine Wei
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What did our readers borrow?

fiction
26.6%

graphic novels
23.6%

picture books
23.3%

nonfiction
23%

other
3.4%

IST Library & Information Literacy Center

The IST Library is a friendly place where our community is inspired and challenged to think critically, read widely, act
ethically, value creativity, and defend the right to access information.

Our Mission

This Year in the Library 

Library hours: Monday to Thursday 7:30 to 4:30 | Friday 7:30 to 3:30

Books borrowed this year: 16,230

Parent Book Club: August
Our next book selection is the novel The Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles. We will meet to
discuss the book in August when we return to school. The library has copies of the book in
English, Chinese, and Korean. A digital copy in English is also available upon request.

Please consider joining us for coffee, treats, and lively discussion—even if you didn’t have a
chance to read the book! Ask our library staff how to join our WeChat group, where we share
information about the book club.

Student Favorites

Thank you for a wonderful year of reading!  
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Student Highlights

CURTIS 

11-Year-Old Curtis Conquers Carnegie Hall
Curtis didn't have to go far to find his first music teachers. He just had to live at home. His dad is a

professional oboist, and his mom a skilled musician too. But more than any single person, it was
the musical atmosphere they created together that surrounded Curtis like soft, everyday rain.

From morning rehearsals to evening listening sessions, music was simply part of the air he
breathed.

He started piano at four, then picked up the violin soon after. For a few years, he happily explored
different instruments, just having fun with sounds. The oboe was always there in the background—

his dad playing it, the warm, cozy tone floating through the house. No one told him to love it. He
just did.

By the time he turned eight, Curtis made his own quiet decision. "I want to play the oboe," he said.
Not because anyone pushed him, but because it felt as natural as choosing his favorite blanket.
In the fall of 2022, Curtis joined the Pre-College division of the Tianjin Juilliard School—a special
Saturday-only program for young talents. Every Saturday, while many kids his age are sleeping in
or playing video games, Curtis heads off for a full day of music: technique, classes, and ensemble
practice. His dad happens to be his oboe teacher, but the real story is how Curtis shows up, week
after week, on his own steam. Between rehearsals, you'll often find him sitting in the audience at

school concerts, just soaking it all in like a happy sponge.
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Student Highlights

Go BLAZING
Dragons!

Over the years, he's won plenty of competitions
—on both piano and oboe. Most recently, he

took First Prize in the Woodwind Young Artist
Group at the 2025 American Virtuoso

International Music Competition. Not bad for a
kid who hasn't even become a teenager yet.

And here comes the really exciting part. On July
21, 2026, Curtis will make his debut at Carnegie
Hall in New York City. That's the dream stage for

musicians of any age. For an 11-year-old? It's
pretty much magic.

Will music become his career someday? Maybe.
Maybe not. And honestly, that's not really the
point. Because through learning music, Curtis

has already gained something far more valuable
—whether he grows up to be an oboist, a

scientist, a teacher, or anything else.

Music has taught him how to manage his time, how to plan ahead, how to solve problems when
things don't sound right. It has sharpened his hearing, sparked his creativity, strengthened his

logical thinking, and given him the courage to express himself. These quiet gifts—discipline,
imagination, patience, confidence—are now part of who he is.

 
So yes, Carnegie Hall is a big deal. But the biggest deal is this: the little boy who grew up in a
house full of music has already learned lessons that will serve him for a lifetime. And that's a

melody worth celebrating, no matter where life takes him next.
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IST PRESENTS

MYU
SHOWCASE

CELEBRATING MYP PROJECT-BASED LEARNING

THURSDAY, 4 JUNE
2:00 P.M. | IST THEATER
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Community-wide Goal: 

At IST we share a collective commitment to cultivate a vibrant community that em-
bodies the spirit of open-mindedness as defined by the International Baccalaure-
ate (IB). Within the unique context of our school and host city of Tianjin, our com-
mitment is to further nurture and enhance an inclusive environment where we all 
critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as well as the values and 
traditions of others. We will seek and evaluate a range of points of view, listening with 
a genuine desire to understand, and with a willingness to grow from the experience.
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Diary Dates

Welcome to the IST Sports and Co-Curricular Activities (CCA) Program for the 2025-2026 school year 

Sports DatesSports Dates

Friday~Thursday - May 29~June 4, 2026Friday~Thursday - May 29~June 4, 2026
Middle Years UniversityMiddle Years University

Wednesday - June 3, 2026Wednesday - June 3, 2026
Grade 5 Transition CeremonyGrade 5 Transition Ceremony

Thursday - June 4, 2026Thursday - June 4, 2026
Secondary AwardsSecondary Awards

Friday - June 5, 2026Friday - June 5, 2026
Last day of school (Half Day)Last day of school (Half Day)
Reports sent homeReports sent home
Semester 2 ends (90 Days)Semester 2 ends (90 Days)

Please take note of the following dates: Please take note of the following dates: 

Season 3 Sport ScheduleSeason 3 Sport Schedule

	-�	 Starts Monday, 9 March and ends Friday, 22 MayStarts Monday, 9 March and ends Friday, 22 May

	-�	 The program will run for approximately 10 school weeksThe program will run for approximately 10 school weeks

	-�	 No CCAs during holidays and PTSCs (conferences)No CCAs during holidays and PTSCs (conferences)

Please do not hesitate to contact our department with any questions. Please do not hesitate to contact our department with any questions. 

	-�	 Mr. Silvis – Athletics & Activities DirectorMr. Silvis – Athletics & Activities Director

          (ben_silvis@istianjin.org.cn)           (ben_silvis@istianjin.org.cn) 

	-�	 Ms. Guo Ying – Activities Officer (CCA’s) (ying_guo@istianjin.org.cn)    Ms. Guo Ying – Activities Officer (CCA’s) (ying_guo@istianjin.org.cn)    

	-�	 Ms. Durian Wang – Activities Officer (Sports) (durian_wang@Ms. Durian Wang – Activities Officer (Sports) (durian_wang@
istianjin.org.cn) istianjin.org.cn) 

	-�	 Activity Office: telephone 022-28592003 / extension 8150.Activity Office: telephone 022-28592003 / extension 8150.


