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BLAZE

Working Learning Acting TOGETHER

Dear Parents

What a busy week! On Tuesday we celebrated Earth Day, one of our Community Curricu-
lum’s most important annual legacy events, and a wonderful opportunity to reflect on our
responsibility to safeguard the well-being of our planet, while also encouraging our com-
munity to maintain a positive outlook towards a greener future. It can be overwhelming
for young people as they look towards a future that seems to be dominated by the awful
specter of global warming and endless conflict, yet it is my firm belief that as adults and
teachers we must remain optimistic and encouraging about the prospects for change and
a better, more peaceful world. | was especially pleased therefore to note how some of the
Earth Day presentations focused not just on the negative impacts of human behaviour on
our planet, but also on the many sustainability successes that result from the concerted
efforts — often small on an individual basis — of committed communities, ‘working, learning
and acting together for our common future’.

On Thursday, elementary students enjoyed the opportunity to engage in a range of sporting
and physical challenges as part of Elementary Sports Day (another Community Curriculum
legacy event, this one tied to well-being). It is always terrific to see our students engaged in
activities and learning beyond the classroom that promote physical and emotional health,
and a deeper respect for the importance of maintaining balance in our lives. | will play the
proud parent for a moment here, quoting the experience of my youngest daughter, Taylor,
who graduated as Valedictorian of IST’s Class of 2019. In her valedictory speech, Taylor
highlighted the importance that active participation in school sports played in supporting
her academic successes, including right through her IB Diploma studies and examinations.
She stressed to our community her conviction that without the physical release of sports,
she could never have maintained the intensity of her academic studies; athletics and aca-
demics really do complement one another!

Last night the IST Board of Governors met with two of the main items on the agenda
including approval of school fees and the draft budget for the upcoming school year. The
Board released its decision on the school fee structure for next year in a community an-
nouncement earlier today, along with the annual ‘Intent to Return’ survey, which asks par-
ents to provide an early indication about whether or not they intend to have their children
return to IST next year, or not. Please note that the survey is ‘non-binding’ so of course you
are welcome to change your minds, without consequence, and knowing that regardless of
your initial intentions, a place will remain secure for your children until such time that you
have made your final decision. Oh, and the good news: | am also delighted to celebrate the
news that IST will not increase tuition and bus fees for the new school year. That’s right,
IST school and bus fees will remain at the same level for the fourth year in a row!

www.istianjin.org




A thought for our graduating seniors (and their parents!) who commence their final IB Diploma examinations on Mon-
day. We are incredibly proud of the Grade 12 students in this wonderful cohort and wish them every success in these
incredibly demanding examinations. And, as mentioned above, | highly recommend that the parents of our graduating
class encourage their hard-working children to take time to exercise as well as study, and to eat and sleep well!

Finally, | thought that you might like to check out an IST promotional video created by Ms. Islen Craig, our elementary
literacy coach. | believe Ms. Craig first wrote the lyrics for the song with one of her former Grade 2 classes, a song that
focuses on the spirit of being an IST student and community member through the letters of our school name (IST), our
motto (working, learning and acting together), our learner profile (friendly, inquirer, etc.), and our athletics mascot
(Blaze, and our students, themselves blazing dragons). Great stuff Ms. Craig, and IST! https://youtu.be/KjzsLou_EOQ?-
feature=shared

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend!

Steve Moody
Director
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As parents, we naturally protect and advocate for our children. From their earliest years, we make
almost all the decisions concerning their safety and surroundings. As they grow older and become
more independent, they gradually begin making more choices for themselves. Our role is to guide
them in developing the confidence and social skills they need to navigate life responsibly.

Most children don’t become assertive simply because we tell them to “speak up.” They need to hear
examples, practise useful phrases, and try out scripts in low-stakes situations before they can use

them confidently when it really matters.

This week’s Parent Partnership provides some simple, child-friendly phrases that can help empower
your children to find their voice.

IST Counseling




IST Library & Information Literacy Center

Our Mission

The IST Library is a friendly place where our community is inspired and challenged to think critically, read widely,
act ethically, value creativity, and defend the right to access information.

Birthday Book Club

Thank you to Jun Hee, grade 7, for his birthday book donation to the library. Jun Hee
donated the book Space Case: the graphic novel by Stuart Gibbs. Space Case is a
new mystery and science fiction graphic novel set on the moon. Since Jun Hee enjoys
science fiction and graphic novels, we hope he will enjoy this birthday book. Happy
birthday, Jun Hee!

If you would like to celebrate a special birthday with the IST Library Birthday Book
Club, please contact library staff at Linnea Simon®@istianjin.org.cn or
lisa fang®@istianjin.org.cn (Chinese) for more information.

Book Fair

Thank you for supporting the Book Fair this week! The students were excited about the wide range of books
available, and it was wonderful to see so much enthusiasm for reading across the school. Book fairs also directly
support the growth of our library collection. Through your purchases and participation, we are able to bring in
new, high-quality titles that benefit all students.

Parent Book Club: May 19 in the Library

Our last Parent Book Club selection of this school year is The Devotion of Suspect X by
Keigo Higashino. We will meet in the library to discuss the book on Tuesday, May 19t"
at 8:30 am. The library has copies of the book in English, Chinese, Japanese, and Korean.
A digital copy in English or Chinese is also available upon request.

Please consider joining us for coffee, treats, and lively discussion—even if you didn’t
have a chance to read the book! Ask our library staff how to join our WeChat group,
where we share information about the book club.

Library hours: Monday to Thursday 7:30 to 4:30 | Friday 7:30 to 3:30
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Dear all,

What could be better than waking up tomorrow morning, grabbing
a cup of coffee and tea if you are a student, turning on the
livestream, and watching our high school girls’ football team

play in their last tournament of the year?

Even better would be waking up, getting your coffee or tea, and

heading to IST to watch our girls play in person!

The tournament will start around 9:00 a.m. Here is the link to

the livestream:

HS Football Girls Live stream

Tournament schedule
Field 1 Field 2
8:30-9:00 Arrival & Warmups
9:00-9:55 IST vs. Wellington Live stream TIS vs. TEDA
9:55 — 10:05 Break Break
10:30-11:05 IST vs. TEDA Live Stream TIS vs. Wellington
11:05 — 11:15 Break Break
11:15-12:10 TIS vs. IST Live Stream TEDA vs. Wellington
Go Blazing Dragons!!!!

LIVE STREAM LINK
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IST Badminton — ACAMIS Tournament Wrap-Up
Three days. Thirteen opponents. One proud team of Dragons.

Our badminton squad represented IST with heart and determination across the
entire ACAMIS Tournament. From a strong Day 1 with four pool wins, through the
Shield and Bowl competitions, every player left everything on the court.

A huge shoutout to our Boys Doubles pair Yuntse and Thomas, who were the
standout performers of the tournament, winning an impressive 9 out of their 13
matches. Their consistency, chemistry, and fight made them a force to be

reckoned with all week long. What a tournament, boys.

And a special moment to recognize Han Ho, who played in his final ACAMIS
tournament before graduating this year. Han Ho competed with skill, pride, and
class throughout - earning a 2nd place pool ranking and battling his way through
the individual elimination rounds. Thank you for everything you've given to IST

badminton, Han Ho. You'll be missed.

Win or lose, this team showed what it means to be a Dragon - grit,
sportsmanship, and a never-give-up attitude. The experience and lessons from
this tournament will carry these players forward for years to come.A big thank
you to Coach Lily and Coach Gu who prepared our students for this fierce
competition.

Once a Dragon, always a Dragon.
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Girls Basketball vs Wellington (Away)

The IST Girls traveled to Wellington for a hard-fought away fixture,
narrowly falling 16—21 in a game that could have gone either way.
Despite the final score, the girls led for much of the match and

delivered one of their strongest all-around performances of the season.

The team is clearly beginning to click — communication was stronger,

movement was purposeful, and our strategies are starting to take shape
in real game situations. Offensively, the attack looked far more
organized, with better spacing and decision-making. Shooting accuracy
has improved significantly, creating more scoring opportunities, though
we will continue working to build consistency and confidence under
pressure.
While the result didn’'t fall our way, this performance showed real
growth and progress. The girls should be proud of how they competed and
represented IST — we are moving in the right direction

Go Blazing Dragons!

Back to Contents
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MS Boys Basketball

IST vs Wellington
The IST Boys secured a strong 24-12 victory over Wellington in a game
they controlled from start to finish. The team dominated possession,
created numerous scoring opportunities, and showed clear progress in
their overall organization and teamwork.

While the result was convincing, the performance also highlighted
important areas for growth. We missed several open chances that could
have extended our lead further — capitalizing on those opportunities

will be a key focus moving forward. Maintaining composure with the
ball and staying calm under pressure is another area we will continue

to develop.
Overall, it was a solid and well-deserved win, with plenty of
positives to celebrate and clear goals to work on in upcoming
practices. Great effort from the boys!

Go Blazing Dragons!
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Sports Update

Important dates

Badminton
ACAMIS
Wednesday 15 - Saturday 18 April @ Key

Basketball
Saturday 18 April MS ISAC Girls@DSP Boys@CISB
Saturday 9 May MS ISCOT Girls@TIS Boys@TEDA

Football
Friday 17™ April Boys and Girls IST vs TEDA@ IST
Saturday 18 April HS ISAC Girls and Boys both@DCB
Friday 27 March HS IST vs WEL @ WEL
Friday 24 April EL ISCOT (G1-G5) @ WEL
Saturday 25 April HS Girls @ IST Boys @ TIS

Go Blazing Dragons!
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The Things She Held

By Martha Epstein
Grade 9 Drama

A simple speech spirals into chaos—Big Bang
theories, awkward love, childhood memories,
and thoughts that won’t stay in order. It’s fast,
funny, and beautifully confusing—like your
brain at 2am.

This is a story about the one thing we’re all bad
al: letling go

Mengchun Fu
Hanano Kato
Farida Li
William Song
Victoria Zhang

BackitolGontents
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20thMay . .

8.15 - COFFEE AND SNACK

9.00 - WELCOME AND PFO UPDATE

9.10 - DIRECTOR & PRINCIPAL INTRODUCTION
9.30 - UPCOMING EVENTS WITH PFO

TEACHER APPRECIATION DAY
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WEEKLY CCA
SPOTLIGHT

Elementary Football

From Coach: The football CCA focuses on building
basic skills and teamwork through fun, fast-paced
drills. Players work on dribbling, passing, and first
touch, as well as basic defending and scoring
techniques. Tactical vocabulary and positioning are
also introduced to support player development. Every
session includes small-sided games so students can
apply what they learn right away—helping them grow
as players and as sportsmen.

From students: We play lots of fun games at our
football CCA and at the end we get to play a game
of football. My favourite is when | get to be an
alien and | need to attack all the humans.
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https://ist-my.sharepoint.com/personal/ying_guo_istianjin_org_cn/_layouts/15/stream.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fying%5Fguo%5Fistianjin%5Forg%5Fcn%2FDocuments%2FCCA%2F25%2D26%2FBlaze%2FElementary%20Football%2EMOV&nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJPbmVEcml2ZUZvckJ1c2luZXNzIiwicmVmZXJyYWxBcHBQbGF0Zm9ybSI6IldlYiIsInJlZmVycmFsTW9kZSI6InZpZXciLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJNeUZpbGVzTGlua0NvcHkifX0&ga=1&referrer=StreamWebApp%2EWeb&referrerScenario=AddressBarCopied%2Eview%2Ef5b6f7a4%2D09a0%2D46f5%2D887d%2Da02226c9bc0b

Community-wide Goal:

At IST we share a collective commitment to cultivate a vibrant community that em-
bodies the spirit of open-mindedness as defined by the International Baccalaure-
ate (IB). Within the unique context of our school and host city of Tianjin, our com-
mitment is to further nurture and enhance an inclusive environment where we all
critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as well as the values and
traditions of others. We will seek and evaluate a range of points of view, listening with
a genuine desire to understand, and with a willingness to grow from the experience.
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DiIARY DATES

Monday~Friday - April 27~May 22, 2026
IB Diploma Exams

Friday - May 1,2026
May Day Break

Wednesday - May 6, 2026
ELA Entrance Testing

Thursday - May 7,2026
Summer Theatre

Monday~Friday - May 186~22, 2026
Secondary Exams (G9-11)

Wednesday - May 20, 2026
Departing Families Session
Teacher Appreciation Day

SporTs DATES

25 April -
ISCOT HSFB Boys @ TIS; Girls @ IST

28 April -
MSBB Practice 12

30 April -
MSBB Practice 13

5 May -
ISAC AD’'s AGM @ DSP
MSBB Practice 14

6 May -
ISAC AD’'s AGM @ DSP

7 May -
MSBB Practice 15

WeLcoME T0 THE IST SPoRTS AND CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES (CCA) PROGRAM FOR THE 2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR

Please take note of the following dates:
Season 3 Sport Schedule
© Starts Monday, 9 March and ends Friday, 22 May

Please do not hesitate to contact our department with any questions.

©

©
© The program will run for approximately 10 school weeks@

© No CCAs during holidays and PTSCs (conferences)

BackitolContents

©

Mr. Silvis - Athletics & Activities Director
(ben_silvis@istianjin.org.cn)
Ms. Guo Ying - Activities Officer (CCA’s) (ying_guo@istianjin.org.cn)

Ms. Durian Wang - Activities Officer (Sports) (durian_wang@
istianjin.org.cn)

Activity Office: telephone 022-28592003 / extension 8150.





