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Working Learning Acting TOGETHER

Dear Parents,

| trust that this week’s improving weather has you all feeling in the mood for a vacation,
because we have Spring Break starting this weekend! A parent asked me this week if we
schedule the holiday to align with the traditional Christian ‘Easter’ vacation (which this year
comprises Good Friday, today, followed by Easter Sunday and Easter Monday). The answer
to that question was no, because IST is a secular school, so we do not formally celebrate
any religious holidays, instead adhering to Chinese statutory holidays, which coincidentally
happen to include Qingming, or Tomb Sweeping Day this coming Sunday. We do, however,
have a series of vacations that occasionally coincide with non-Chinese holidays, including
Easter, but this is not intentional. IST’s Spring Vacation is always scheduled to coincide with
the first week of April, irrespective of when Easter falls.

| want to thank the many parents (and students and staff) who completed a quick IST
Board survey earlier this week regarding the possibility of adding two tennis courts on the
northern side of the new gymnasium. Actually, this was not part of the school’s long-term
facilities development plan but was brought to the board as a suggestion and they felt it
worth considering before proceeding with the grassing of the area, hence their decision to
survey your opinion. The survey indicated a slightly stronger preference for tennis courts
over grass by parents and staff and an exactly 50:50 split amongst students. Given that this
was not part of the plan, the Board has decided to proceed with grass at this time, but
to record the tennis courts for further consideration in the development of the five-year
strategic plan.

A small group of four IST students had the exciting opportunity to attend the inaugural
ACAMIS ‘Making Music Festival’ hosted at Hangzhou International School last week. Do be
sure to read the article prepared by Mr. Grove later in Blaze!

Finally, and | promise for the last time (!), on behalf of the Grade 11 students leading the
initiative to install solar panels on the roof of the new gym, | hope to encourage parents to
consider sponsoring a panel (or giving a small monetary contribution towards a collective
panel). The deadline for fundraising falls this weekend, so this is the very last opportunity
to support this important fund-raising effort to help make our school just a little greener.
Please see the reminder later in Blaze, and please consider supporting this most worthy
student-led sustainability effort.

| wish all members of our community a most relaxing and enjoyable Spring Break vacation
next week, and Qjng Ming Festival this Sunday. Travel safely!

Steve Moody
Director www.istianjin.org
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When your child feels socially anxious, finding the right words can make a big difference. In moments
of worry about talking to others, joining a group, or being around people, gentle and supportive phras-
es can help them feel understood, safe, and encouraged. This week’s Parent Partnership provides you
with some calm and caring things you can say to help ease their anxiety and build their confidence.

IST Counseling




IST Library & Information Literacy Center

Owur Mission
The IST Library is a friendly place where our community is inspired and challenged to think critically, read widely,
act ethically, value creativity, and defend the right to access information.

April is Poetry Month
We are celebrating poetry all month long at the IST library! Stop by to pick up a free poetry postcard, create
your own poems with our big magnetic poetry board, or explore a selection of poetry books for all ages.

Whether writing something silly or something thoughtful, poetry is a wonderful way to express ideas and
emotions. We look forward to seeing the creative poems our students come up with this month!

Parent Book Club: Apr. 21 in the library

Our next Parent Book Club selection is the novel The Vegetarian by Han Kang. We will
meet in the library to discuss the book on April 21t at 8:30 am. The library has copies of
the book in English, Chinese, and Korean. A digital copy in English is also available upon
request.

Please consider joining us for coffee, treats, and lively discussion—even if you didn’t have a
chance to read the book! Ask our library staff how to join our WeChat group, where we
share information about the book club.

Library hours: Monday to Thursday 7:30 to 4:30 | Friday 7:30 to 3:30
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Girls HS Football IST 1-0 Wellington

IST, despite missing key players who were resting
after the ACAMIS tournament, produced a strong first
half. They created a couple of good chances, while
IST's goalkeeper remained untroubled and the interval
arrived goalless. After several halftime
substitutions IST began to assert themselves, carving
out a string of genuine opportunities. A well-taken
penalty was eventually drilled into the top-left
corner to settle the contest. Final score: IST 1-0
Wellington.
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Boys HS Football IST 1-2 Wellington

The boys fought hard, but we came up just short in a 2-1 loss to
Wellington. Early in the game we didn’t get forward with enough
speed or give ourselves the right options early, which allowed
Wellington's pressure defense to settle in and disrupt our rhythm.
Going forward, the focus is clear: look for passing options before
we receive the ball. When we scan early, we can get the ball moving
quicker, play through pressure, and create our own chances.
We’'ll learn from this, regroup quickly, and come back stronger.
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IST HS
Badminton Open
2026

IST hosted its first High School Badminton Open,
welcoming teams from TEDA, Wellington, and FDIS
(Farragut Tianjin) alongside IST. The event featured
multiple categories: girls’ singles, boys’' singles,
girls’ and boys’ doubles, and mixed doubles. Running
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., the tournament saw over 150
matches and a fantastic display of badminton. For IST
students, it was an excellent chance to compete against
a variety of opponents—especially valuable practice for
our ACAMIS players. With many high-level games packed
into a short window, it was a very successful day for
all participants.
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IST HS
Badminton Open
2026

Girls Doubles: Zoe and Farida 1°' place
Boys Doubles: Thomas and Yun-Tse
Girls Singles: Hanano and Miranda both 2™
place
Mixed Doubles: William and Hanano 3™ Place
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Sports Update

Important dates

Badminton
ACAMIS
Wednesday 15 - Saturday 18 April @ Key

Basketball
Tuesday 14 April MS Girls IST vs Wellington @ WEL
Tuesday 14 April MS Boys IST vs Wellington @ IST
Saturday 18 April MS ISAC Girls@DSP Boys@CISB
Saturday 9 May MS ISCOT Girls@TIS Boys@TEDA

Football
Saturday 18 April HS ISAC Girls@KEY Boys@DCB
Friday 27 March HS IST vs WEL @ WEL
Friday 24 April EL ISCOT (G1-G5) @ WEL
Saturday 25 April HS Girls @ IST Boys @ TIS




Artistry and Collaboration: Highlights from the Inaugural Making Music Festival

Last week, six of our IST student musicians had the wonderful opportunity to travel to
Hangzhou International School to participate in the inaugural Making Music Festival
alongside peers from HIS, NIS, and QS| Shenzhen. Representing both Orchestra and
Concert Band, our students joined fellow young musicians for an intensive day-and-a-half
of rehearsals, sectionals, and performance. It was, by any measure, a demanding musical
experience, but also an exciting and deeply worthwhile one, reminding us that some of the
richest learning takes place when students step beyond the familiar and into a wider
community of music-making.

The challenge presented itself from the very first rehearsal. In many cases, students were
encountering the music for the first time and were immediately called upon to sightread
with confidence, adapt to unfamiliar teaching approaches, and find their place within a
newly formed ensemble. It was a rigorous beginning, requiring concentration, flexibility,
and no small amount of courage. Our students met that challenge admirably, approaching
the experience with maturity, openness, and a clear readiness to grow.

As the festival progressed, it was especially rewarding to see that early nervousness begin
to give way to increasing confidence and connection. Students became more secure in
their playing, more aware of the musicians around them, and more responsive to the
musical demands of the ensemble. By the time of the final performance, what stood out




most clearly was not the pursuit of perfection, but the remarkable speed and depth of the
students’ growth. That shared sense of progress gave the performance its true meaning
and made it a fitting culmination of the work that had preceded it.

In many respects, this was the most significant outcome of the festival. Music, at its heart,
is communication through collaboration, and this experience offered students a
meaningful opportunity to live that truth in practice. They were not simply preparing notes
and rhythms for performance, but learning to listen with care, respond with sensitivity, and
contribute to something larger than themselves. In doing so, they helped to build a musical
community that extended well beyond the classroom.

As the first IST students ever to participate in this new festival, they also helped establish
what will no doubt become a valued annual tradition. We are incredibly proud of the
maturity, courage, and commitment they demonstrated throughout the experience, and we
congratulate them warmly on representing IST with such positivity, poise, and musical
purpose.
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SWAPDAY!

GVE YOUR OFBITEINS ANEW HAME!

BRING YOUR ITEMS TO BROUGHT ITEMS MUST BE IN GOOD

CONDITION, SUCHAS:
SCHOOL ON: « CLOTHES
MONDAY APRIL 13 « BOOKS (NORIPPED ORMISSING
TUESDAY APRIL 14 PAGES)
« TOYS

COME AND CHOOSE e OTHERSMALLITEMS

SOMETHING NEW ON: PLEASE DO NOT BRING!!:
MONDAY APRIL 20 ¢ BROKEN ORDAMAGED ITEMS

TUESDAY APRIL 21 * CLOTHES
u e BOOKSWITHMISSING PAGES

BO.YBULHVE THINGS {JBLLNG ZONGER, USE?
BRING THOM, TO. SCHAGE GNB. SLUAP THEM,

JOR SOMETHING NEW !

REUSE - REBUCE LWASTE - SHARE WITH, GTHERS
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WEEKLY CCA

sw r-'- SPOTLIGHT
PLAYGIROUND
CODXING

Swift Playground is an iPad app that teaches

programming to kids via game play. This
week we focused on understanding and
applying basic programming fundamentals
such as loops, functions, and conditional
statements. Students who have had more
sessions since the beginning of the year are
working on more advanced concepts, such as
basic algorithms and variables. Together, we
help Byte navigate complex puzzles by using
various tools we learn along the way.
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Community-wide Goal:

At IST we share a collective commitment to cultivate a vibrant community that em-
bodies the spirit of open-mindedness as defined by the International Baccalaure-
ate (IB). Within the unique context of our school and host city of Tianjin, our com-
mitment is to further nurture and enhance an inclusive environment where we all
critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as well as the values and
traditions of others. We will seek and evaluate a range of points of view, listening with
a genuine desire to understand, and with a willingness to grow from the experience.




(N-G1) 30 Mar-3 Apr

Wednesday Thursday Friday

Monday i Tuesday

Japchae

Carbohydrate # K (g) Fat 4% & (g)
22

vy s |
Nutritional reading over | Energy # ¥ (Kcal) Protein %4  (2)

the week
722 27 15
A% SN

13-17 Apr
Wednesday Thursday

Monday Tuesday

Carbohydrate # K (g) Fat 48 % (g)

Nutritional i
utritional reading over Energy # & (Keal) Protein £4 & (@)
109 22

the week 722 30

4B & f oM

(G2-G12) 13-17 Apr

Monday Wednesday Thursday

Cheese
/& #/
#it

4% }

#im A

Curry
+ A&
EH %
Laver and Egg Soup Pumpkin Soup Mung Bean Soup
&g S A F D & fL 476 & i

RESEH

Protein &4 /& () Carbohydrate # /k.(g) Fat 45 % (g)

Nutritional reading over the Energy # ¥ (Kcal)
32 116 24

week
e 776




DiIARY DATES : SporTs DATES

Sunday - April 5, 2026 i 13 April -

Qingming (Tomb Sweeping Day) HSFB Practice 15
Monday~Friday - April 6~10, 2026 A 14 April -
Spring Break MSBB Boys Wellington @ IST; Girls IST @
Wellington
Monday - April 13, 2026
Elementary School Class Photo Day 16 April -
ACAMIS Badminton @ IST?
Tuesday - April 14, 2026 MSBB Practice 9
Secondary School Class Photo Day
17 April -
Tuesday - Aprl 21,2026 ACAMIS Badminton @ IST?
Earth Day HSFB Practice 16

Wednesday~Thursday - April 22~23, 2026
Spring Book Fair

Monday~Friday - April 27~May 22, 2026
IB Diploma Exams

Friday - May 1,2026
May Day Break

WeLcoME T0 THE IST SPoRTS AND CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES (CCA) PROGRAM FOR THE 2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR

Please take note of the following dates: Please do not hesitate to contact our department with any questions.
Season 3 Spor't Schedule © Mr. Silvis - Athletics & Activities Director
© Starts Monday, 9 March and ends Friday, 22 March (ben_silvis@istianjin.org.cn)

. . © Ms. Guo Ying - Activities Officer (CCA’s) (ying_guo@istianjin.org.cn)
© The program will run for approximately 10 school weeks
© Ms. Durian Wang - Activities Officer (Sports) (durian_wang@

© No CCAs during holidays and PTSCs (conferences) istianjin.org.cn)
© Activity Office: telephone 022-28592003 / extension 8150.






