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Dear Parents and Students

I hope that all members of our community enjoyed the Lantern Festival (Yuánxiāojié) this 
past Tuesday, possibly lighting some lanterns and enjoying some rice balls (yuánxiāo). 

Our school was delighted to be able to host the ISCOT Choral Festival this Wednesday 
with Elementary students from IST, Wellington, TEDA and Juilliard (special guests to ISCOT) 
spending the day practicing and presenting a selection of choral items, including songs 
from their own schools and shared efforts. I had the opportunity to welcome the visitors 
and to hear some of the practices, but unfortunately a government meeting dictated that 
I miss the concert. That said, the practices I saw highlighted the hard work these students 
and their teachers have put into their singing performances. I did also hear that the culmi-
nating concert was delightful too! Congratulations to all of the students, and thank you to 
them all for bringing the joy of singing into our community. 

In welcoming the students, I did highlight for them the central role that singing serves as 
a timeless universal medium that transcends language barriers (eliminating accents in the 
process!), effectively conveying stories, emotions, and cultural heritage through melodic 
expression. Singing fosters community building by bringing people together in shared ex-
periences, reinforcing social bonds, and facilitating the transfer of knowledge across gen-
erations. And it makes us all feel good!

Not wanting to spoil the day with my own weak singing voice, I did nevertheless share a 
verse from a song that I used to teach my own classes, many, many lantern festivals ago! I 
think you’ll agree with the message!
“Listen! Can you hear the sound, of singing, all the world around. High on a mountain, or 
on a busy city street, everywhere around the world, singing always sounds so sweet. Black 
or white. Red or Tan. It’s the song of the family of man, singing away.”

Over the past couple of weeks, I have been singing along (some might say barking!) about 
the difference between “best-fit” and “Prestige-driven” perspectives on university choices. 
So, while on the topic of universities, I am pleased to inform members of our Korean com-
munity that over the next two weeks we will be hosting visits and presentations by two 
well-respected universities. This coming Wednesday we will be visited by admissions offi-
cers from Chung-Ang University (CAU), generally considered a top-tier private university in 
South Korea, known for strong programs in social sciences, education, and pharmaceutics. 
Then on Wednesday 18 March, we will be visited by representatives from Sogang Univer-
sity, recognized for its strong liberal arts, business, and social sciences programmes.
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Also taking place this coming Wednesday is the Secondary Wellness Day with regular classes suspended after morn-
ing recess to allow students to participate in activities organized by our counselling team and a selection of commit-
ted Grade 11 students. A brief secondary assembly hosted by Tiana and Eric will run from 10:05 - 10:20 AM, following 
which all students will join the activities until lunchtime. Spotlight Activities for the day include

•	 Learning BaDuanJin (QiGong) 
•	 Fun Cooking with PFO; 
•	 Let’s Dance;
•	 Oobleck Making;
•	 Cultural Canvas;
•	 Capture the flag;
•	 Service Circus;
•	 Wellbeing Scavenger Hunt 

Finally, a reminder that CCA Session 3 starts on Monday. Please ensure that your children know what activities they 
are registered for, on what days, and what your family plans are regarding travel home after school. And, if they need 
to bring anything special, that they come prepared! If by chance you are uncertain about your children’s CCA regis-
tration, please email Ms. Guo Ying in our activities office: Ying_Guo@istianjin.org.cn

All the best for a relaxing weekend!

Steve Moody
Director
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Our world is filled with uncertainty. In response to this lack of clarity, we subconsciously construct our 
own realities. We take the driver’s seat and assert agency over our mindsets.

Being positive or negative isn’t merely a personality trait; it’s a way of thinking that shapes our mind-
set. Our brain, much like a muscle, can continually learn new techniques. Training our brains to adopt 
a more positive outlook brings numerous benefits—not only for those around us but also for our-
selves.

We can teach our children the power of positive self-affirmation by helping them identify their 
strengths, which enables the brain to focus more on the positive aspects of life. Daily positive affir-
mations can be a powerful tool to rewire their self-perceptions.

IST Counseling
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Library hours: Monday to Thursday 7:30 to 4:30 | Friday 7:30 to 3:30 

IST Library & Information Literacy Center 
 

Our Mission 
The IST Library is a friendly place where our community is inspired and challenged to think critically, read widely, 
act ethically, value creativity, and defend the right to access information. 

 
MMyysstteerryy  MMaarrcchh  
Calling all detectives! We are celebrating the mystery genre this month with Mystery March. From books with 
ciphers and puzzles to classic detective novels, we have something for everyone. Come check out our collection 
of mysteries for all ages! 

  
PPaarreenntt  BBooookk  CClluubb::  AApprr..  2211  iinn  tthhee  lliibbrraarryy  
Our next Parent Book Club selection is the novel The Vegetarian by Han Kang. We will meet 
in the library to discuss the book on April 21st at 8:30 am. The library has copies of the book 
in English, Chinese, and Korean. A digital copy in English is also available upon request.  
 
Please consider joining us for coffee, treats, and lively discussion—even if you didn’t have a 
chance to read the book! Ask our library staff how to join our WeChat group, where we 
share information about the book club. 
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ISCOT Cross CountryBLAZING
DRAGONS 

Sports Update

Important dates
Badminton

Friday 6 March ISCOT Elementary @ TEDA
Saturday 14 March HS ISAC @ ISB
Saturday 28 March HS ISCOT @ IST

ACAMIS
Wednesday 15 - Saturday 18 April @ Key

Basketball
Thursday 12 March MS IST vs TIS @ IST

Saturday 21 March MS Boys @ DSP Girls @IST
Tuesday 31 March MS IST vs TEDA @ TEDA

Tuesday 14 April MS Girls IST vs Wellington @ WEL
Tuesday 14 April MS Boys IST vs Wellington @ IST
Saturday 18 April MS ISAC Girls@DSP Boys@CISB
Saturday 9 May MS ISCOT Girls@TIS Boys@TEDA

Football
Friday 6 March HS IST vs TEDA @ IST
Friday 13 March HS IST vs TIS @ TIS

ACAMIS HS 
Wednesday 18 - 21 March @ Macau

Saturday 18 April HS ISAC Girls@KEY Boys@DCB
Friday 27 March HS IST vs WEL @ WEL

Friday 24 April EL ISCOT (G1-G5) @ WEL
Saturday 25 April HS Girls @ IST Boys @ TIS 

Go Blazing Dragons!
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ISCOT Cross CountryBLAZING
DRAGONS 

Sports Update

Blazing Dragons
 (Random order)

Eric Y.
Chikasato
Felix
Bennoi

Yang Yang
Rory
Homer
Roman

Hyun Woo
Albert S.
Albert Y.
Sikai
Jordan
Gavin
Sotaro

Jun Sang
Coach: Mr. Silvis

Rising Dragons
(Random order)

Danny
Mason

Niko L.
Noah

Yassine
Hao

Jensen
Nicolas K.
Jonas K. 
Alessio
Oscar

Duo Duo

Emerging Dragons
(Random order)

Vinson
Eric J
Philipp
Jason
Jayden
Eric L
Samuel
Youlin
Jui

Nathan

MIDDLE SCHOOL BASKETBALL BOYS

Coach: Mr. Haines
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ISCOT Cross CountryBLAZING
DRAGONS 

Go Blazing Dragons!

Sports Update

MIDDLE SCHOOL BASKETBALL Girls

Blazing Dragons 
(random order)

Chloe
Ji Min
Rachel

Ha Yeon (Ruby)
Katie
Grace

Lily (Ha Eun)
Chloe
Ayane
Mariia 
Fiona

Chae Won
Claire
Angela

Coach: Ms. Marianna



Back to ContentsBack to Contents



Back to ContentsBack to Contents



Back to ContentsBack to Contents



Back to ContentsBack to Contents



Back to ContentsBack to Contents



Back to ContentsBack to Contents



Back to ContentsBack to Contents



Back to ContentsBack to Contents



Back to ContentsBack to Contents



Back to ContentsBack to Contents



Back to ContentsBack to Contents

Community-wide Goal: 

At IST we share a collective commitment to cultivate a vibrant community that em-
bodies the spirit of open-mindedness as defined by the International Baccalaure-
ate (IB). Within the unique context of our school and host city of Tianjin, our com-
mitment is to further nurture and enhance an inclusive environment where we all 
critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as well as the values and 
traditions of others. We will seek and evaluate a range of points of view, listening with 
a genuine desire to understand, and with a willingness to grow from the experience.
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Diary Dates

Welcome to the IST Sports and Co-Curricular Activities (CCA) Program for the 2025-2026 school year 

Sports DatesSports Dates

Wednesday - March 18, 2026Wednesday - March 18, 2026
PYP ExhibitionPYP Exhibition

Wednesday~Thursday - March 25~26, 2026Wednesday~Thursday - March 25~26, 2026
Parent-Teacher Conferences (Afternoon)Parent-Teacher Conferences (Afternoon)

Thursday - March 26, 2026Thursday - March 26, 2026
DP Arts ExhibitionDP Arts Exhibition

7 March – 
ISAC HS Badminton- Boys @ ISB; Girls @ WAB

9 March – 
ACAMIS Golf @ Sanya

HSFB Practice 10

10 March – 
MSBB Practice 5

ACAMIS Golf @ Sanya

11 March – 
ACAMIS Golf @ Sanya

12 March – 
ACAMIS Golf @ Sanya

MSBB TIS @ IST

13 March – 
HSFB IST @ TIS

Please take note of the following dates: Please take note of the following dates: 

Season 3 Sport ScheduleSeason 3 Sport Schedule

	-�	 Starts Monday, 9 March and ends Friday, 22 MarchStarts Monday, 9 March and ends Friday, 22 March

	-�	 The program will run for approximately 10 school weeksThe program will run for approximately 10 school weeks

	-�	 No CCAs during holidays and PTSCs (conferences)No CCAs during holidays and PTSCs (conferences)

Please do not hesitate to contact our department with any questions. Please do not hesitate to contact our department with any questions. 

	-�	 Mr. Silvis – Athletics & Activities DirectorMr. Silvis – Athletics & Activities Director

          (ben_silvis@istianjin.org.cn)           (ben_silvis@istianjin.org.cn) 

	-�	 Ms. Guo Ying – Activities Officer (CCA’s) (ying_guo@istianjin.org.cn)    Ms. Guo Ying – Activities Officer (CCA’s) (ying_guo@istianjin.org.cn)    

	-�	 Ms. Durian Wang – Activities Officer (Sports) (durian_wang@Ms. Durian Wang – Activities Officer (Sports) (durian_wang@
istianjin.org.cn) istianjin.org.cn) 

	-�	 Activity Office: telephone 022-28592003 / extension 8150.Activity Office: telephone 022-28592003 / extension 8150.


