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Dear Parents

Just one week to go until the start of the Spring (Chinese New Year) Festival, and with it comes a
weeklong holiday for all of us, not to mention for all of China! In preparation for this very special
holiday, widely considered the largest annual human gathering and national celebration in the
world, we have lined up a series of learning and cultural sharing experiences and activities for our
community to enjoy, both in and outside of class, and most notably including a Temple Fair, a pro-
fessional Lion Dance, and the PFO Chinese New Year Bazaar. Be sure to see the flyer further on in
Blaze for further details.

Giving service to our community, and others beyond IST, is a cornerstone of our school philosophy,
and | was therefore incredibly proud of three of our IB Diploma students who arranged this week’s
blood donation drive in an effort to support Tianjin’s blood banks.

| want to thank Sigge, Jason and Conbo for a terrific effort coordinating
the event, and the students, staff and parents who volunteered to give
blood in order to help save the lives of others. Please read more about
this service activity in next week ‘s edition of Blaze. In the meantime, |
hope you won’t mind me including a little comic in recognition of our
brave blood donors!

A gentle reminder to all parents who choose to stay at school with their children after classes
have finished for the day, and this is that you must supervise your children at all times, and this is
especially true when they are in the playgrounds using the outdoor equipment. We have noticed
increasing incidents where children are outside playing on equipment unaccompanied by their
parents, and because IST staff are not on duty at these times, there is a heightened risk of inappro-
priate and unsafe play. If you wish to allow your children to stay and play after school, the rule is
very simple: you must supervise them yourselves. Thank you!

A reminder also that the deadline for IST’s IB Diploma (Grades 11-12) scholarship applications will
be upon us soon (note that we have delayed the deadline until Monday 23 February). If you know
someone in the Tianjin community who might be deserving and in need of one of these prestigious
scholarships, please direct them to the IST website at the following link: https://www.istianjin.org/
scholarships/

Finally, a quick shout out for our High School athletes competing at the ACAMIS HS Basketball Tour-
nament this weekend at Harrow in Beijing — Go BLAZE!

| wish you all a wonderful weekend!

Steve Moody
Director

www.istianjin.org



INTERNATIONAL

SCHOOL of TIANJIN

R

Weekly

BackitolContents

THEL

Working Learning Acting TOGETHER

International School of Tianjin Scholarship Program

The International School of Tianjin (IST) is excited to announce its

scholarship program for students in their final two years of school. This Eligibility
iniiative serves two key purposes: Students of all nationalities are
encouraged to apply. Current IST
students with financial difficulties
can apply, but families may

receive only one full scholarship

1. Support for Current IST Students: We offer exceptional
educational opportunities to talented students facing financial
challenges.

2. Enrichment for Non-IST Students: We welcome talented non-IST

atatime.
students to enhance our diverse community and the quality of our A strong command of Englishis
IB Diploma Programme. essential.
Schola I'Ship Details Application Process
Types of Scholarships To apply, cand|?ate§ shoulcli(
Scholarships are available for students entering Grade 11, with awards lasting ;equeit an ippllcatlon package
up to two years: ChlERelock
o Full Scholarships: Cover all tuition and capital fees for Grades 11
and 12 Key dates:

¢ Application Deadline:
3:30pm, Friday, February 23,
2026

o Scholarship Examinations:
Saturday, February 28, 2026
(9:00am-2:30pm)

o [nterviews: Around March 4,
2026

¢ Award Anouncement: Late
March/early April 2026

o Tuition Scholarships: Cover tuition fees only for Grades 11 and 12.
o Bursaries: Cover half the tuition fees for Grades 11 and 12.

Benefits

Students in the scholarship program will receive an excellent education,
culminating in the IST High School Diploma. As an IB World School, students
also have the chance to earn a full IB Diploma, recognized by top
universities worldwide.

Selection Process
Each year, up to three scholarships or bursaries may be awarded to current
IST students, with an equal number available for non-IST applicants. The
selection includes:

o Examinations

o FormalInterviews

o Final Decision by the IST Scholarship Committee

Criteria for Selection:
¢ Academic Excellence:
o Current IST students must have honors/high honors in at
least 2 of the last 3 semesters.
o Non-IST candidates should be in the top 25% of their class.
¢ Community Contribution:
o Active involvement in CAS activities.
o Promotion of the IB Diploma Programme.
o Leadership within the school community.
o Financial Need: Consideration for current IST students needing
financial assistance. (Non-IST students DO NOT need to demonstrate
financial need.)
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Required Documents

From the Student:

o Personal statement covering your interests and reasons for applying.
o Previous two years’ report cards from your school. (Including IST students)
o Certificates for any honors or awards received.
o Atleast two character reference letters (non-family).
o IST students do not need a character reference but should give the
names of two teachers who agree to support the application.

o Any other relevant details.
From the IST Parent (if applicable):

o Aformal letter explaining financial circumstances.
o Aletter from an employer stating that tuition is not covered by the company.
o Non-IST students DO NOT need to demonstrate financial need.

Application Fee

A 2,000 RMB application fee is required, with the following conditions:
1. Refunds: Full scholarship recipients or those not awarded a scholarship will receive a complete

refund.

2. Tuition Scholarships/Bursaries: The fee will be credited towards the standard application fee.
3. Declined Offers: Candidates who decline a scholarship offer forfeit the fee.

Scholarship Selection Process

Application
To apply for a scholarship, students must submit the
Scholarship Application Form and Fee by 3:30pm
on Monday, February 26, 2025. This form collects
personal details and educational history.
Important:
¢ Attachall required documents (see
‘Required Documents’ section).
o Incomplete or late applications will not be
considered.

Examinations
Exams will take place at the school on Saturday,
February 28, from 9:00am to 2:00pm. Students will
complete three papers:
1. Mathematics (9:00am-10:30am)
Focus: Mathematical skills and problem-
solving.
2. English (10:45am-12:15pm)
Focus: Reading comprehension and essay
writing.

3. Science (12:30pm-1:45pm)
Focus: General problem-solving, logic skills,
and scientific writing (not based on specific
course content).

Interview

After the exams, selected candidates will be invited
for an interview with the selection panel, which
includes the Director, Secondary Principal, Diploma
Coordinator, and IST Board of Governors members.
Discussion topics will include the student’s
potential contributions to the school and their short-
and long-term goals. Feel free to bring supporting
materials to the interview.

Interviews will be scheduled for March 5 unless
otherwise notified.

Results
Candidates will receive their results by late March.
Good luck!
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Scholarship Application Form

Student Information

Family Name First Name Gender (Male / Female)
Date of Birth (mm/dd/yy) Age at time of application

Nationality & Citizenship  Native Language Language at Home Other Languages
Email Address

Schools Attended (Begin with current school)

Location Language(s) of Dates Attended

Grade(s) ~ SchoolName (city/country) Instruction mm/yy - mm/yy

Please complete all parts of this application form
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Parent Information

MOTHER

Family Name First Name Nationality & Citizenship
Company Name Position

Mother Signature Cell Number Email

FATHER

Family Name First Name Nationality & Citizenship
Company Name Position

Father Signature Cell Number Email

GUARDIAN (If Applicable)

Family Name First Name Nationality & Citizenship
Guardian Signature Cell Number Email

Address in Tianjin
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Our mental health is affected by how we think, which impacts what we do. That’s why it’s important
to push back against negative self-talk.

Quite often anxious children engage in negative and unsupportive self-talk, such as “l can’t do it” or
“Everyone is doing better than me.”

Positive self-talk improves our children’s self-confidence, offers a calming effect and empowers them
to adopt a “problem-solving” mindset.

Positive self-talk doesn’t occur instinctively as our brains are naturally inclined toward negatively.
Therefore it requires awareness and consistent practice.

This week’s Parent Partnership offers you some positive self-talks when our children are feeling anx-
ious.

IST Counseling




IST Library & Information Literacy Center

Our Mission
The IST Library is a friendly place where our community is inspired and challenged to think critically, read widely,
act ethically, value creativity, and defend the right to access information.

February is Love of Reading Month

February is Love of Reading Month, and we are celebrating all the stories that make us laugh, think, wonder, and
want to share with others. Stop by the library this month to try a “Blind Date with a Book”: choose a wrapped
book based on a few clues and take home a surprise! You can also browse a display of IST Elementary’s favorite
books and check out something new to fall in love with this month.

Parent Book Club Feb. 24 in the library

Our next Parent Book Club selection is the memoir When Breath Becomes Air by
Paul Kalinithi. We will meet in the library to discuss the book on February 24t at
8:30 am. The library has copies of the book in English, Chinese, Korean, German, and
French. A digital copy in English is also available upon request.

Please consider joining us for coffee, treats, and lively discussion—even if you didn’t
have a chance to read the book! Ask our library staff how to join our WeChat group,
where we share information about the book club.

Library hours: Monday to Thursday 7:30 to 4:30 | Friday 7:30 to 3:30
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Dear all,
It's been a challenging but spirited start for
our Blazing Dragons. Both teams gave their best
this afternoon—-sometimes that doesn’t result in
a win, but it does offer valuable lessons as we
look ahead.

The boys faced a tough TIS Macau side that came
out strong from the perimeter, and we struggled
to find our rhythm. They'll look to bounce back
against NIS at 2:00 p.m. The girls opened with a
confident win over SIS, playing with excellent
tempo, and will take on TIS right after the
boys.

Friday, 6 February will be a busy day with three
games for each team as round-robin play
continues. Saturday’'s schedule is attached and
will depend on our final placings once the round
robin concludes late Friday.

For tonight: dinner, some study time for most,
and an early night to reset for tomorrow.
Go Blazing Dragons!




The ISCOT Chess Competition was a memorable

event for students who participated in it. It brought together
students from international schools in Tianjin. Eunchan Gil, Je
In Kim, Youjun Xu, Evan Lee, Eason Chen, Leonardo Mitsueda
Magri, Stella Moon, Lucca Pearce, Noah Hansmeier, Adam
Dobrovodsky, Nicolas Kersting, Emily Chen and Seton Craig
representing IST achieved an impressive progress after three
rounds of intense games for elementary and five rounds for
secondary in the competition. Their dedication and
teamwork were evident in their every move. They should be
proud of their accomplishment.




They all enjoyed playing the

games and made friends with peers
who had the same interest. Our

IST students played together as a
team, supporting and encouraging
each other throughout the
competition, which also winning
praise for sportsmanship.

It wasn't just about winning for
these students. They really loved
playing chess and found joy in the
process. The competition was a
chance for them to show their
talents and improve their skills.

The ISCOT Chess Competition was a
wonderful experience for everyone
involved in this friendly and
supportive environment.

Special thanks to Ms. Eva Sun and
Mr. Leo Laroche for leading the
teams of traveling to Wellington
College for the event.

Regards,




WHAT SOURCES HELP ME THE MOST?
WHAT ARE THE MAIN IDEAS | AM FINDING?

Questions, Sources, Summerizing

This week students brainstormed specific guiding questions to continue their research. They looked for
new sources of information that would help them answer these questions. They focused on the ability to
summarize with their teachers to start identifying the main ideas that are coming our from their research.

Collaboration, Organization and Communication - Mentors

Students found out who their mentors were and began to write emails to introduce
themselves and their inquiries. They are starting to set up meeting times and will
join their mentors starting week 5 (Monday Feb 2nd).




HOW CAN WE USE MULTIPLE MODES OF
EXPRESSION TO PERSUADE?

Persuasion and Creating
Specialist Teachers

After four weeks of unpacking, exploring, and creating, students
shared their creations during a creation workshop and reflected on the
different persuasive techniques and modes of expression they
experienced. Some of the key learnings that emerged from this
experience were:

* Developing an understanding of what creating and sharing can
look like

o [dentifying different modes of expression and persuasive
techniques

o Applying persuasive techniques using a range of modes of
expression

e Recognizing how combining multiple elements can strengthen the
impact of a message

e Connecting context and message to appropriate persuasive
techniques and modes of expression

e Understanding their own strengths and choosing ways of
presenting information that help them feel confident
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DP Option Afternoon

25 February, Wednesday
2:30 pm - 4:15 pm

Busses available: Han TC
13:30 pick-up from Aocheng

13:50 pick-up from Garden Villa
16:15 return from IST

Explore IB DP subject choices,
selection requirements, and meet
subject teachers, the DP Coordinator,
and the College Admissions
Counsellor.

IST: A world-class IB education with a personal touch.
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Community-wide Goal:

At IST we share a collective commitment to cultivate a vibrant community that em-
bodies the spirit of open-mindedness as defined by the International Baccalaure-
ate (IB). Within the unique context of our school and host city of Tianjin, our com-
mitment is to further nurture and enhance an inclusive environment where we all
critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as well as the values and
traditions of others. We will seek and evaluate a range of points of view, listening with
a genuine desire to understand, and with a willingness to grow from the experience.
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This week we read
and act out
The Flustards
Dr. Seuss

When | come in, | always feel
powerful, and | feel like it will
be a fun time. | am always
excited to do Super Speech!
From Julian G3

Click to see us
in action



https://ist-my.sharepoint.com/personal/ying_guo_istianjin_org_cn/_layouts/15/stream.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fying%5Fguo%5Fistianjin%5Forg%5Fcn%2FDocuments%2FCCA%2F25%2D26%2FBlaze%2FSuper%20Speech%2Emp4&nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJTaGFyZURpYWxvZy1MaW5rIiwicmVmZXJyYWxBcHBQbGF0Zm9ybSI6IldlYiIsInJlZmVycmFsTW9kZSI6InZpZXcifX0&referrer=StreamWebApp%2EWeb&referrerScenario=AddressBarCopied%2Eview%2E95a3edd7%2D94cb%2D47d8%2Daaaf%2Dc67cc9d7e1c4&ct=1770359143201&or=Outlook%2DBody&cid=CA3E72FB%2D0FE2%2D4032%2DB5C4%2D04D4CCD63F72&ga=1

DiARY DATES SpoRTS DATES
Friday~Friday - February 6~13, 2026 7 February -
Grade 12 Mock Exams ACAMIS Basketball @ HBJ
Monday~Friday - February 9~13, 2026 A 9 February -
China Week HSFB Practice 5
Friday - February 13, 2026 13 February -
Scholarship Application closed HSFB Practice 6
Monday~Friday - February 16~20, 2026 23 February -
Chinese New Year Holiday Sports Season 3 Starts

HSFB Practice 7

Wednesday - February 25, 2026
DP Option Afternoon 24 February -
MSBB Practice 1

Saturday - February 28, 2026

Scholarship Exams 206 February -
MSBB Practice 2
27 February -
CCA Session 2 Ends
HSFB Practice &

WeLcoME T0 THE IST SPoRTS AND CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES (CCA) PROGRAM FOR THE 2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR

Please take note of the following dates: Please do not hesitate to contact our department with any questions.

Season 2 Spor't Schedule © Mr Silvis - Athletics & Activities Director

© Starts Monday, 24 November and ends Friday, 27
February

(ben_silvis@istianjin.org.cn)
© Ms. Guo Ying - Activities Officer (CCA’s) (ying_guo@istianjin.org.cn)

Ms. Durian Wang - Activities Officer (Sports) (durian_wang@

. . ©
© The program will run for approximately 10 school weeks istianjin.org.cn)

© No CCAs during holidays and PTSCs (conferences) o activity Office: telephone 022-28592003 / extension 8150.
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