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Dear Parents

It has been terrific to see so many parents in at school over the course of this week, en-
joying a range of activities and events, starting with M.A.D.D. Night on Tuesday evening, 
a celebration of Music, Art, Drama, and Design.  Both floors of the Han Foyer were filled 
with beautiful art works, and the foyer stage and our music and drama classrooms hosted 
a range of performances and design products for our community to enjoy. I was especially 
impressed to hear some of our beginner instrumentalists playing flutes and other instru-
ments, and after just a couple of months practice! The evening concluded with a selection 
of performances in the Han Theatre, including song and dance, drama (I’m now just a little 
concerned about rabbits!), and instrumental pieces, including a fun (and very well per-
formed) item by elementary students Max and Curtis – wonderful stuff! 

A good number of parents also turned out for the PFO meeting on Wednesday, which 
was followed by a series of parent educational forum topics presented by IST teachers.  
Another highlight was the Grade 10 Personal Project Exhibition on Thursday, the culmi-
nating event for the MYP, in which students demonstrate the development of ATL skills and 
knowledge in the MYP through their own independent research projects. Here are just a 
few of the topics covered: ‘Crochet & Relaxation’, ‘Sensory Ease’, ‘Egyptian Mummifica-
tion’, ‘The World Through Food’, ‘Graffiti’, and through an economics lens, ‘How Consump-
tion Affects Price’. Congratulations to all of our amazing G10 students, and their projects!

This week parents of elementary should have received a note with the results of this 
week’s basic health screening from the school nurse. Secondary parents will receive their 
children’s result next week. Please contact Nurse Hongman at Hongman_Zhang@istianjin.
org.cn if you did not receive the results, or if you have any questions. 

Finally, and rounding out the week, all parents should have received electronic copies of 
their children’s Semester 1 Progress Reports today. Please note that hard copies were 
available upon request, and can still be obtained via the school office upon further request. 
We are all very proud of the progress students have made over the first part of the school 
year and know that they will continue to develop and shine in Semester 2, too. I am sure 
that you will enjoy celebrating your child/ren’s learning and setting some goals together 
for the new semester. Should you have any questions or concerns about your child/ren’s 
learning progress, please do not hesitate to contact the homeroom or subject teachers. 

One of the bitter-sweet moments in the school year is the announcement of the departure 
of current faculty along with the counterbalancing announcement of the arrival of new 
faculty. We will have an opportunity to deal with the ‘bitter’ part of the process later, but 
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for now I wish to highlight the ‘sweet’, and I am therefore delighted to introduce to you the two wonderful new 
teachers who will join our community in August:
•	 Ms. Kate Bark: MYP Design
•	 Ms. Marium Ahmad: MYP Science and Math

I wish you all a wonderful weekend!

Steve Moody
Director
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International School of Tianjin Scholarship Program 
The International School of Tianjin (IST) is excited to announce its 
scholarship program for students in their final two years of school. This 
initiative serves two key purposes: 
 

1. Support for Current IST Students: We offer exceptional 
educational opportunities to talented students facing financial 
challenges. 

2. Enrichment for Non-IST Students: We welcome talented non-IST 
students to enhance our diverse community and the quality of our 
IB Diploma Programme. 

Scholarship Details 
Types of Scholarships 
Scholarships are available for students entering Grade 11, with awards lasting 
up to two years: 

• Full Scholarships: Cover all tuition and capital fees for Grades 11 
and 12. 

• Tuition Scholarships: Cover tuition fees only for Grades 11 and 12. 
• Bursaries: Cover half the tuition fees for Grades 11 and 12. 

 
Benefits 
Students in the scholarship program will receive an excellent education, 
culminating in the IST High School Diploma. As an IB World School, students 
also have the chance to earn a full IB Diploma, recognized by top 
universities worldwide. 
 
Selection Process 
Each year, up to three scholarships or bursaries may be awarded to current 
IST students, with an equal number available for non-IST applicants. The 
selection includes: 

• Examinations 
• Formal Interviews 
• Final Decision by the IST Scholarship Committee 

 
Criteria for Selection: 

• Academic Excellence: 
o Current IST students must have honors/high honors in at 

least 2 of the last 3 semesters. 
o Non-IST candidates should be in the top 25% of their class. 

• Community Contribution: 
o Active involvement in CAS activities. 
o Promotion of the IB Diploma Programme. 
o Leadership within the school community. 

• Financial Need: Consideration for current IST students needing 
financial assistance. (Non-IST students DO NOT need to demonstrate 
financial need.)  

Eligibility 
Students of all nationalities are 
encouraged to apply. Current IST 
students with financial difficulties 
can apply, but families may 
receive only one full scholarship 
at a time.  
A strong command of English is 
essential. 
 
Application Process 
To apply, candidates should 
request an application package 
from the school.  
 
Key dates: 
• Application Deadline: 

3:30pm, Friday, February 13, 
2026 

• Scholarship Examinations: 
Saturday, February 28, 2026 
(9:00am–2:30pm) 

• Interviews: Around March 4, 
2026 

• Award Anouncement: Late 
March/early April 2026 
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Required Documents 
From the Student: 

• Personal statement covering your interests and reasons for applying. 
• Previous two years’ report cards from your school. (Including IST students) 

o Certificates for any honors or awards received.  
• At least two character reference letters (non-family).  

o IST students do not need a character reference but should give the 
names of two teachers who agree to support the application. 

• Any other relevant details. 
From the IST Parent (if applicable): 

• A formal letter explaining financial circumstances. 
• A letter from an employer stating that tuition is not covered by the company. 
• Non-IST students DO NOT need to demonstrate financial need. 

 
Application Fee 
A 2,000 RMB application fee is required, with the following conditions: 

1. Refunds: Full scholarship recipients or those not awarded a scholarship will receive a complete 
refund. 

2. Tuition Scholarships/Bursaries: The fee will be credited towards the standard application fee. 
3. Declined Offers: Candidates who decline a scholarship offer forfeit the fee. 

 

Scholarship Selection Process 
Application 
To apply for a scholarship, students must submit the 
Scholarship Application Form and Fee by 3:30pm 
on Friday, February 13, 2026. This form collects 
personal details and educational history. 
Important: 

• Attach all required documents (see 
‘Required Documents’ section). 

• Incomplete or late applications will not be 
considered. 

 
Examinations 
Exams will take place at the school on Saturday, 
February 28, from 9:00am to 2:00pm. Students will 
complete three papers: 

1. Mathematics (9:00am–10:30am) 
Focus: Mathematical skills and problem-
solving. 

2. English (10:45am–12:15pm) 
Focus: Reading comprehension and essay 
writing. 

3. Science (12:30pm–1:45pm) 
Focus: General problem-solving, logic skills, 
and scientific writing (not based on specific 
course content). 

 
Interview 
After the exams, selected candidates will be invited 
for an interview with the selection panel, which 
includes the Director, Secondary Principal, Diploma 
Coordinator, and IST Board of Governors members. 
Discussion topics will include the student’s 
potential contributions to the school and their short- 
and long-term goals. Feel free to bring supporting 
materials to the interview. 
 
Interviews will be scheduled for March 4 unless 
otherwise notified. 
 
Results 
Candidates will receive their results by late 
March/early April. Good luck! 

 
 
 
 



Back to ContentsBack to Contents

 

Scholarship Application Form 
 

Student Information 

Family Name 
 
 

First Name  
 

Gender (Male / Female) 
 

Date of Birth (mm/dd/yy) Age at time of application 
 

Nationality & Citizenship 
 

Native Language 
 

Language at Home 
 

Other Languages 
 

Email Address 
 

Schools Attended (Begin with current school) 

Grade(s) School Name Location 
(city/country) 

Language(s) of 
Instruction 

Dates Attended 
mm/yy – mm/yy 

     

     

     

     

Please complete all parts of this application form 
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Parent Information 

MOTHER 

Family Name 
 
 

First Name  
 

Nationality & Citizenship 
 

Company Name 
 

Position 
 

Mother Signature Cell Number Email  

FATHER 

Family Name 
 
 

First Name  
 

Nationality & Citizenship 
 

Company Name 
 

Position 
 

Father Signature Cell Number Email  

 
GUARDIAN (If Applicable) 

Family Name 
 
 

First Name  
 

Nationality & Citizenship 
 

Guardian Signature Cell Number Email  

Address in Tianjin 
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DEAM
 IST HEALTH AND

WELLBEING

DROP EVERYTING AND MOVE
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Anger, being a fundamental human emotion can make us feel something has gone wrong or someone 
has wronged us. Anger is not equivalent to aggression although angry people do sometimes behave 
aggressively, but not always. Anger can be a fuel that is dangerous when out of control, however when 
we teach our children to use anger productively it can energize us to identify and confront problems. 

IST Counseling
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Library hours: Monday to Thursday 7:30 to 4:30 | Friday 7:30 to 3:30 
	

IST Library & Information Literacy Center 
 

Our Mission 
The IST Library is a friendly place where our community is inspired and challenged to think critically, read widely, 
act ethically, value creativity, and defend the right to access information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Panda Book Awards  
The Panda Book Awards is a reading initiative which 
invites students and teachers from participating 
international schools in China and beyond to vote for 
their favorite book published in recent years. Panda 
Book nominees meet selection criteria that focus on 
social justice, diversity and inclusion by authors and 
illustrators from across the world. Panda Book 
Awards voting will begin February 23rd.  

 
 
 
 
 
This week IST librarians recommend Ghosts, Toast, and Other Hazards by Susan 
Tan, from the Older Nominees List. Ghosts, Toast, and Other Hazards is a spooky, 
funny middle-grade adventure about two kids who stumble into a mystery filled 
with ghosts, unexpected dangers, and a very unusual town—where bravery, 
friendship, and curiosity are the keys to surviving what lurks just out of sight. 
To borrow Ghosts, Toast, and Other Hazards or any of the Panda Book Award 
nominees from across six categories, please stop by the IST library. To learn more 
about the awards, visit: https://libguides.isb.cn/friendly.php?s=pandabookawards.  

  
PPaarreenntt  BBooookk  CClluubb  FFeebb..  2244  iinn  tthhee  lliibbrraarryy 
Our next Parent Book Club selection is the memoir When Breath Becomes Air by Paul 
Kalinithi. We will meet in the library to discuss the book on February 24th at 8:30 am. 
The library has copies of the book in English, Chinese, Korean, German, and French. A 
digital copy in English is also available upon request.  
 
Please consider joining us for coffee, treats, and lively discussion—even if you didn’t 
have a chance to read the book! Ask our library staff how to join our WeChat group, 
where we share information about the book club. 
 

Back to ContentsBack to Contents



Back to ContentsBack to Contents

ISCOT Cross CountryBLAZING
DRAGONS 

ISCOT Tournament Preview: HS Girls and Boys

It’s ISCOT weekend for our high school teams!
HS Girls
Traveling to TEDA to face local Tianjin rivals: TIS, Wellington, and
TEDA.Wishing our girls a strong day on the road—bring the energy and
defense!

HS Boys
Home tournament at IST. If you can’t make it in person, no worries—there’s
a live stream. See the link below.
Boys Tournament Schedule (at IST)
8:30–9:00: Arrival & Warmups
9:00–10:00
Court 1: IST vs TEDA
Court 2: Wellington vs TIS
10:00–11:00
Court 1: IST vs TIS
Court 2: TEDA vs Wellington
11:00–12:00
Court 1: IST vs Wellington
Court 2: TIS vs TEDA

Also in action
Our Middle School Volleyball teams are on the road to Beijing for their
final ISAC Tournament.

LIVE STREAM AVAILABLE THROUGH TEAMS:
 

ISCOT HS Basketball LIVE STREAM | Meeting-Join |
Microsoft Teams

 
You can share the link with your community.
Recording will start on the 24 January at at

8:55am
 

Go Blazing Dragons!

24 January Sports Update

Pack the gym, tune in to the stream,
and cheer loudly.
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MAKING INFORMED CHOICES

Students continued to draw inspiration from a range of guest 
speakers and used their reßections to begin making informed 
decisions about their Exhibition inquiries. They explored their 
passions and interests, justiÞed their choices, and considered 
opportunities to collaborate with peers who shared similar 
interests. 

Guest Speakers 

Ms Bradley spoke to students about access to water, followed 
by a challenge to help them understand the difÞculties some 
communities face. 

Grade 6 students visited to share their PYP Exhibition 
experiences, including lessons learned and challenges faced. 

Mr Liu from Auntie R’s Dog Shelter shared his volunteer work 
caring for rescued dogs and ways students can support 
animal welfare. 

Mr Gabriel and Ms Christina from the Sustainable IST Initiative 
explained sustainability and highlighted projects already taking 
place in our school community, helping students connect their 
passions to real community needs. 

Ms Tara shared her personal migration story, helping students 
understand the reasons, challenges, and opportunities linked 
to migration.

Week 2
WHAT AM I MOST INTERESTED IN? 

WHAT COULD I INQUIRE ABOUT?
Wonder - Narrowing our passions
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All about Me & Choosing 
my Inquiry

Students reßected on their 
interests, strengths, and 
personal passions to 
generate inquiry ideas. They 
then narrowed their choices, 
selected a focus, and 
explained why it is 
meaningful and worth 
exploring during the 
Exhibition. 

Collaboration

Week 2
WHAT AM I MOST INTERESTED IN? 

WHAT COULD I INQUIRE ABOUT?
Wonder - Narrowing our passions

Students explored common interests and were placed in possible inquiry groups. Through discussion, 
they reÞned groupings to ensure shared interests, then began developing research questions and 
writing their lines of inquiry. 

Week 2
HOW CAN WE USE MULTIPLE MODES OF 

EXPRESSION TO PERSUADE?
Wonder - Persuasion and Modes of Expression

Persuasion and Creating

Music 

Students are focusing on creating their own 
jingles while learning about the characteristics 
that make jingles memorable. In groups, they 
are collaborating to determine the tempo of 
their jingle, choose the instruments they want 
to use, and create melodies based on a 
catchphrase they have agreed upon.
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Persuasion and Creating

PSPE 

Students create body symbols they can ßash - 
to develop the concept of symbolism and how 
symbols can be used to communicate ideas 
without using words. Students played korfball 
and tried their symbols to communicate with 
their teammates. 

Information Literacy - Research Skills

We used the student-friendly search engines 
that students learned about last week to Þnd a 
website that is related to their chosen issues. 
They then located information like the website 
and article name, author, and date, and 
created a citation using NoodleTools. 

Persuasion and Creating

STEM 

Students  are building websites in Canva as 
part of their STEM learning, with a focus on 
using contrast intentionally. They are learning 
how designers use contrast to highlight key 
information, improve readability, and persuade 
audiences. This experience strengthens both 
their technical skills and creative problem-
solving.
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WHAT AM I CURIOUS ABOUT? 
WHAT MATTERS TO ME?

Student Reßections
SNAPSHOT: WEEK 2
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The MYP Personal Project Exhibition: Showcasing 
Independent Inquiry at IST 
 
On Thursday, IST’s Grade 10 students proudly showcased their learning at the MYP Personal 
Project Exhibition, marking the culmination of their journey through the Middle Years 
Programme (MYP). 
 
As the final project of the MYP, the Personal Project requires students to complete a sustained, 
independent inquiry into a topic of personal interest. Over several months, students took 
ownership of their learning by engaging with the IST MYP Inquiry Cycle: Wonder, Explore, 
Create, and Extend. 

 
 

Students began by wondering, identifying an area of genuine curiosity and setting a clear 
learning goal. They then explored their topic through research, skill development, and planning, 
drawing on a range of sources to deepen their understanding. During the create phase, students 
applied their learning by producing a product that demonstrated both knowledge and skill 
development. These products reflected the wide range of interests, talents, and passions across 
the Grade 10 cohort. 
 
Several projects explored the relationship between culture, identity, and everyday life. Nora 
examined the connection between food and culture, drawing on her Spanish and Chinese heritage 
and her passion for cooking. Her project explored how cultural traditions shape what people eat, 
and how food, in turn, reflects identity, values, and community. Similarly, Nana focused on 
Japanese cuisine, creating a recipe book and preparing traditional dishes for the Exhibition. 
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Through her project, she explored cooking methods and the cultural stories behind each dish 
while sharing her learning with the school community. 
 
Other students pursued creative inquiries grounded in skill development and historical 
understanding. Sisi’s project was inspired by her interest in painting and her desire to refine her 
artistic techniques. By researching artists from the Dutch Golden Age, she explored how 
historical styles and methods can inform contemporary practice, culminating in an original 
artwork created using techniques from the period. Belize also explored creativity through art, 
creating an artwork and accompanying book that examined the emotional and psychological 
connection between humans and animals. Inspired by her love of horse riding and her aspiration 
to become a veterinarian, Belize investigated how interactions with animals can support 
emotional wellbeing and reduce stress. 
 
A number of projects demonstrated strong technical and problem-solving skills. Ivan’s project 
focused on product design, drawing on his experience in design and woodworking. He explored 
ergonomic and functional design principles, material selection, and structural stability with the 
goal of designing a comfortable and practical sofa. Mario applied digital and computational 
thinking by designing an app to help users find their ideal car. His system connected a database 
of car information with an artificial-intelligence tool that asked users targeted questions and 
generated personalised recommendations. 
 
The Exhibition also highlighted students applying scientific understanding to global challenges. 
Ethan was inspired by the documentary The Most Dangerous Ways to School and designed a 
low-cost solar disinfection device that uses sunlight to sterilise water. Through his project, he 
explored the science behind how and why sunlight can disinfect water, demonstrating how 
scientific knowledge can be applied to real-world issues. Vanessa explored history, belief, and 
technology through her project on Ancient Egyptian civilisation. She created a detailed model 
illustrating the mummification process and aspects of daily life. 
 
While the Personal Project has now concluded, the final extend phase encourages students to 
reflect on the impact of their work and consider how their learning might continue beyond the 
project itself. For some students, this reflection has already sparked ideas that may develop into 
CAS experiences, Extended Essay topics, or even inform future university study or career 
pathways. 
 
The Personal Project Exhibition provided students with an authentic audience and an opportunity 
to articulate their learning journey, reflect on their growth as independent learners, and celebrate 
the diversity of passions across the Grade 10 cohort. Together, these projects highlight the 
creativity, perseverance, and critical thinking that sit at the heart of the MYP and learning at IST.  
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Food theme：Korean cooking class

Menu:

1. Gimbap (Korean seaweed rice rolls)

2.Soy sauce Tteokbokki (royal court-style rice cakes in 
soy sauce) 

3. Jjolmyeon (spicy chewy noodles with fresh 
vegetables)

4. Algamja (Korean highway rest-stop sweet and salty 
potatoes)


When:  28th January 09:00am-2pm

Where: IST Elementary Kitchen

Host: Jiyoon Kim & helpers 

Cost: 100 RMB per person

 Please join the WeChat group by scanning this QR code:

 Max 16 participants, Þrst-come Þrst-served. 


PFO Cooking Club 
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Community-wide Goal: 

At IST we share a collective commitment to cultivate a vibrant community that em-
bodies the spirit of open-mindedness as defined by the International Baccalaure-
ate (IB). Within the unique context of our school and host city of Tianjin, our com-
mitment is to further nurture and enhance an inclusive environment where we all 
critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as well as the values and 
traditions of others. We will seek and evaluate a range of points of view, listening with 
a genuine desire to understand, and with a willingness to grow from the experience.
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NNuuttrriittiioonnaall  rreeaaddiinngg  oovveerr  

tthhee  wweeeekk  

每每周周营营养养分分析析  

   

NNuuttrriittiioonnaall  rreeaaddiinngg  oovveerr  

tthhee  wweeeekk  

每每周周营营养养分分析析    

   

        NNuuttrriittiioonnaall  rreeaaddiinngg  oovveerr  

tthhee  wweeeekk  

            每每周周营营养养分分析析    
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Diary Dates

Welcome to the IST Sports and Co-Curricular Activities (CCA) Program for the 2025-2026 school year 

Sports DatesSports Dates

Monday - January 26, 2026Monday - January 26, 2026
Secondary Awards AssemblySecondary Awards Assembly

Friday~Friday - February 6~13, 2026Friday~Friday - February 6~13, 2026
Grade 12 Mock ExamsGrade 12 Mock Exams

Monday~Friday - February 9~13, 2026Monday~Friday - February 9~13, 2026
China WeekChina Week

Friday - February 13, 2026Friday - February 13, 2026
Scholarship Application closedScholarship Application closed

Monday~Friday - February 16~20, 2026Monday~Friday - February 16~20, 2026
Chinese New Year HolidayChinese New Year Holiday

Wednesday - February 25, 2026Wednesday - February 25, 2026
DP Option AfternoonDP Option Afternoon

Saturday - February 28, 2026Saturday - February 28, 2026
Scholarship ExamsScholarship Exams

24 January – 
ISAC MSVB Tournament-Boys @ DSP; 

Girls @ TIS
ISCOT HSBB Tournament-Boys @ IST; 

Girls @ IST hosted by TEDA

26 January – 
HSBB Practice 13

Sports Season 3 Starts
HSFB Practice 1

29 Januay – 
HSFB Practice 2

30 January – 
HSBB Practice 14

Please take note of the following dates: Please take note of the following dates: 

Season 2 Sport ScheduleSeason 2 Sport Schedule

	-�	 Starts Monday, 24 November and ends Friday, 27 Starts Monday, 24 November and ends Friday, 27 
FebruaryFebruary

	-�	 The program will run for approximately 10 school weeksThe program will run for approximately 10 school weeks

	-�	 No CCAs during holidays and PTSCs (conferences)No CCAs during holidays and PTSCs (conferences)

Please do not hesitate to contact our department with any questions. Please do not hesitate to contact our department with any questions. 

	-�	 Mr. Silvis – Athletics & Activities DirectorMr. Silvis – Athletics & Activities Director

          (ben_silvis@istianjin.org.cn)           (ben_silvis@istianjin.org.cn) 

	-�	 Ms. Guo Ying – Activities Officer (CCA’s) (ying_guo@istianjin.org.cn)    Ms. Guo Ying – Activities Officer (CCA’s) (ying_guo@istianjin.org.cn)    

	-�	 Ms. Durian Wang – Activities Officer (Sports) (durian_wang@Ms. Durian Wang – Activities Officer (Sports) (durian_wang@
istianjin.org.cn) istianjin.org.cn) 

	-�	 Activity Office: telephone 022-28592003 / extension 8150.Activity Office: telephone 022-28592003 / extension 8150.


