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Dear Parents and Students,

Happy New Year! As we embark on another year at IST, I want to express my excitement 
about working, learning, and acting together to enhance our shared experiences and sup-
port our students’ growth.

I’m pleased to share this week’s newsletter in light of Mr. Moody’s absence as he attends 
a recruitment fair in Bangkok. This is a significant responsibility to ensure that we always 
have the highest quality staff to support our students and community.

As we enter January, we have an exciting few weeks ahead at IST, marked by various events 
and milestones. From January 12-14, our Grade 10 students will be hosting visitors from 
the Greenwich Country Day School in the USA. This collaborative visit promises to enhance 
cultural exchange and student learning experiences.

As we approach the end of Semester 1 on January 15, please be reminded that Semes-
ter Reports will be sent home electronically or in-printed by special order on January 23. 
These reports reflect our students’ progress and serve as a valuable tool for families to 
engage with their learning journeys. 

Looking ahead, the beginning of Semester 2 on January 16 will introduce our new Com-
munity Curriculum theme: Action, Creation, and Impact. During this quarter, our inquiry 
focus will center on:

•	 How can we use our knowledge to make an impact?
•	 What actions can we take to address challenges?

We will also connect our discussions to themes of Global Citizenship, exploring concepts 
of Ethics & Equity and the importance of Communication. Additionally, we will highlight 
connections to Physical Health & Wellbeing, emphasizing how our actions can positively 
impact personal health.

Key events during this quarter include:

•	 Grade 10 Personal Project Exhibition on Thursday, 22 January
•	 Celebrations for Chinese New Year from February 9-13, which will involve collabora-

tive festivities with students, staff, and parents.
•	 The PYP Exhibition on March 12, showcasing student-led action projects.
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On January 17, our High School basketball teams will participate in the ISAC competition, showcasing their athletic 
talents and teamwork. Then, on January 20, we invite you to join us for M.A.D.D. Night, a special community spotlight 
event that promises to engage and inspire.

Additionally, I want to reference Mr. Moody’s recent message regarding Mr. Taylor. Due to a serious medical incident, 
he will be returning to the US for specialized treatment, which marks the end of his service at IST. Mr. Taylor has ded-
icated over 28 years to our school community, and this news is understandably distressing for many. We appreciate 
your understanding and respect for the privacy of Mr. Taylor and his family during this challenging time.

Thank you for your continued partnership as we strive to enrich the experience at IST. Your involvement and support 
are vital in shaping a brighter future for all.

Warm Regards,

Michael Conway
Deputy Director / Secondary Principal
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International School of Tianjin Scholarship Program 
The International School of Tianjin (IST) is excited to announce its 
scholarship program for students in their final two years of school. This 
initiative serves two key purposes: 
 

1. Support for Current IST Students: We offer exceptional 
educational opportunities to talented students facing financial 
challenges. 

2. Enrichment for Non-IST Students: We welcome talented non-IST 
students to enhance our diverse community and the quality of our 
IB Diploma Programme. 

Scholarship Details 
Types of Scholarships 
Scholarships are available for students entering Grade 11, with awards lasting 
up to two years: 

• Full Scholarships: Cover all tuition and capital fees for Grades 11 
and 12. 

• Tuition Scholarships: Cover tuition fees only for Grades 11 and 12. 
• Bursaries: Cover half the tuition fees for Grades 11 and 12. 

 
Benefits 
Students in the scholarship program will receive an excellent education, 
culminating in the IST High School Diploma. As an IB World School, students 
also have the chance to earn a full IB Diploma, recognized by top 
universities worldwide. 
 
Selection Process 
Each year, up to three scholarships or bursaries may be awarded to current 
IST students, with an equal number available for non-IST applicants. The 
selection includes: 

• Examinations 
• Formal Interviews 
• Final Decision by the IST Scholarship Committee 

 
Criteria for Selection: 

• Academic Excellence: 
o Current IST students must have honors/high honors in at 

least 2 of the last 3 semesters. 
o Non-IST candidates should be in the top 25% of their class. 

• Community Contribution: 
o Active involvement in CAS activities. 
o Promotion of the IB Diploma Programme. 
o Leadership within the school community. 

• Financial Need: Consideration for current IST students needing 
financial assistance. (Non-IST students DO NOT need to demonstrate 
financial need.)  

Eligibility 
Students of all nationalities are 
encouraged to apply. Current IST 
students with financial difficulties 
can apply, but families may 
receive only one full scholarship 
at a time.  
A strong command of English is 
essential. 
 
Application Process 
To apply, candidates should 
request an application package 
from the school.  
 
Key dates: 
• Application Deadline: 

3:30pm, Friday, February 13, 
2026 

• Scholarship Examinations: 
Saturday, February 28, 2026 
(9:00am–2:30pm) 

• Interviews: Around March 4, 
2026 

• Award Anouncement: Late 
March/early April 2026 
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Required Documents 
From the Student: 

• Personal statement covering your interests and reasons for applying. 
• Previous two years’ report cards from your school. (Including IST students) 

o Certificates for any honors or awards received.  
• At least two character reference letters (non-family).  

o IST students do not need a character reference but should give the 
names of two teachers who agree to support the application. 

• Any other relevant details. 
From the IST Parent (if applicable): 

• A formal letter explaining financial circumstances. 
• A letter from an employer stating that tuition is not covered by the company. 
• Non-IST students DO NOT need to demonstrate financial need. 

 
Application Fee 
A 2,000 RMB application fee is required, with the following conditions: 

1. Refunds: Full scholarship recipients or those not awarded a scholarship will receive a complete 
refund. 

2. Tuition Scholarships/Bursaries: The fee will be credited towards the standard application fee. 
3. Declined Offers: Candidates who decline a scholarship offer forfeit the fee. 

 

Scholarship Selection Process 
Application 
To apply for a scholarship, students must submit the 
Scholarship Application Form and Fee by 3:30pm 
on Friday, February 13, 2026. This form collects 
personal details and educational history. 
Important: 

• Attach all required documents (see 
‘Required Documents’ section). 

• Incomplete or late applications will not be 
considered. 

 
Examinations 
Exams will take place at the school on Saturday, 
February 28, from 9:00am to 2:00pm. Students will 
complete three papers: 

1. Mathematics (9:00am–10:30am) 
Focus: Mathematical skills and problem-
solving. 

2. English (10:45am–12:15pm) 
Focus: Reading comprehension and essay 
writing. 

3. Science (12:30pm–1:45pm) 
Focus: General problem-solving, logic skills, 
and scientific writing (not based on specific 
course content). 

 
Interview 
After the exams, selected candidates will be invited 
for an interview with the selection panel, which 
includes the Director, Secondary Principal, Diploma 
Coordinator, and IST Board of Governors members. 
Discussion topics will include the student’s 
potential contributions to the school and their short- 
and long-term goals. Feel free to bring supporting 
materials to the interview. 
 
Interviews will be scheduled for March 4 unless 
otherwise notified. 
 
Results 
Candidates will receive their results by late 
March/early April. Good luck! 
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Scholarship Application Form 
 

Student Information 

Family Name 
 
 

First Name  
 

Gender (Male / Female) 
 

Date of Birth (mm/dd/yy) Age at time of application 
 

Nationality & Citizenship 
 

Native Language 
 

Language at Home 
 

Other Languages 
 

Email Address 
 

Schools Attended (Begin with current school) 

Grade(s) School Name Location 
(city/country) 

Language(s) of 
Instruction 

Dates Attended 
mm/yy – mm/yy 

     

     

     

     

Please complete all parts of this application form 
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Parent Information 

MOTHER 

Family Name 
 
 

First Name  
 

Nationality & Citizenship 
 

Company Name 
 

Position 
 

Mother Signature Cell Number Email  

FATHER 

Family Name 
 
 

First Name  
 

Nationality & Citizenship 
 

Company Name 
 

Position 
 

Father Signature Cell Number Email  

 
GUARDIAN (If Applicable) 

Family Name 
 
 

First Name  
 

Nationality & Citizenship 
 

Guardian Signature Cell Number Email  

Address in Tianjin 
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Library hours: Monday to Thursday 7:30 to 4:30 | Friday 7:30 to 3:30 
	

IST Library & Information Literacy Center 
 

Our Mission 
The IST Library is a friendly place where our community is inspired and challenged to think critically, read widely, 
act ethically, value creativity, and defend the right to access information. 

 
Panda Book Awards  
The Panda Book Awards is a reading initiative which 
invites students and teachers from participating 
international schools in China and beyond to vote for their 
favorite book published in recent years. Panda Book 
nominees meet selection criteria that focus on social 
justice, diversity and inclusion by authors and illustrators 
from across the world. To learn more about the Panda 
Book Awards, please visit: 
https://libguides.isb.cn/friendly.php?s=pandabookawards.  
Panda Book Awards voting will begin February 23rd.  
 
This week IST librarians recommend Scroll by Hui Li, a 
nominee in the Younger Readers category. From the 
publisher’s website: “Lulu and her dog Dumpling enter a magical world where Chinese calligraphy comes to life 
in this beautifully illustrated, interactive picture book about family, tradition, and the importance of kindness”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To borrow Scroll or any of the Panda Book Award nominees from across six categories, please stop by the IST 
library.  
  
PPaarreenntt  BBooookk  CClluubb  JJaann..  1133tthh  iinn  tthhee  lliibbrraarryy 
Our next Parent Book Club selection is the novel The Midnight Library by Matt Haig. We 
will meet in the library to discuss the book on January 13th at 8:30 am. The library has 
copies of the book in English, Chinese, and Korean. A digital copy in English is also 
available upon request.  
 
Please consider joining us for coffee, treats, and lively discussion—even if you didn’t 
have a chance to read the book! Ask our library staff how to join our WeChat group, 
where we share information about the book club. 
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ISCOT Cross CountryBLAZING
DRAGONS 

Sports Updates

Go Blazing Dragons!

Blazing Dragons Are Back: January Sports Preview
We’re kicking off the new year with a packed calendar and

plenty of chances to cheer on our Dragons!
Saturday

ISCOT MS Volleyball Tournaments
Girls at TIS (right around the corner)

Boys at IST, 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
Your cheers make the difference!

Monday, 12 January
HS Basketball vs TEDA (boys and girls) at IST

Tip-off around 4:00 p.m.
Grab your defense signs and pack the stands. Go Blazing Dragons!

Next up
Saturday, 17 January: ISAC HS Basketball Tournament

Girls travel to Beijing
Boys play at IST 10 am -3 pm(lucky draw—home court advantage!)

Saturday, 24 January
ISCOT HS Basketball

Girls at TEDA
Boys at IST 9 am - 1 pm (home again!)

ISAC MS Volleyball Tournaments (same weekend)
Boys travel to Beijing

Girls at TIS 10 am -2 pm 
Season Highlight

HS ACAMIS Basketball at Harrow Beijing: 4–7 February

Plenty of home games, nearby venues, and big-stage tournaments, mark
your calendars and come support our teams.



Back to ContentsBack to Contents

ISCOT Cross CountryBLAZING
DRAGONS 

Go Blazing Dragons!

Thursday Volleyball Matches IST vs Wellington
 Our middle school girls' volleyball team put on a good performance in their
match against Wellington. While we didn't achieve the results we were hoping
for, the excitement on the court was palpable as our girls engaged in several
thrilling rallies. They worked hard to create some offensive plays and to

chase down every ball. Looking ahead, we are gearing up for the ISCOT
tournament this Saturday, where we'll focus on controlling our passes and

making sure our serves clear the net every time. Stay tuned for more action!
Our middle school boys’ volleyball team delivered a strong performance against
Wellington. The energy was high throughout the match, with many points earned

off confident serves and well-executed three-touch attacks. While our
receiving can improve—especially against harder, faster serves—the boys showed

great composure and teamwork. Looking ahead to the ISCOT tournament this
Saturday, we’ll focus on first-ball control to keep our offense flowing. It

looks like the boys are ready for the challenge!
A huge shout-out to our supporters: a fantastic group of Grade 6 students

cheering on the boys under Ms. Bekkenk’s guidance, Mr. Nel for coming out to
watch the girls, and the many parents and even grandparents who filled the

stands. Your energy made a difference!
A big thank you to Coach Diegel and Coach Tara for the effort you’re putting

in and the visible progress both teams are making. Go Dragons!
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11:30AM - 12:45PM ATOMIC CAFE

EXHIBITION
Grade 10

students will
showcase the

results of months
of independent

inquiry,
creativity, and

learning.

Join us as we
celebrate

their dedication
and

achievements!

PERSONAL PROJECT
THURSDAY 22 JANUARY

Prior to the exhibition,
Grade 9 students and
families are invited to
attend an information

session about the Personal
Project.

11:00AM - 11:30AM

LITERACY LAB
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AI Translation 
Glasses will be provided!

Meeting held in the Teacher’s centre on 2nd ßoor in Han building. 
Take the big black staircase to the left of the library.

 
8:15 -  COFFEE AND KOREAN SNACKS

9:00 -  WELCOME AND PFO UPDATE

9:10 -  DIRECTOR & PRINCIPAL INTRODUCTION

9:30 - IB Students sharing CAS projects 

9:45 -  UPCOMING EVENTS WITH PFO

10:00 - PARENT EDUCATION FORUM

Wednesday 
21st January
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Community-wide Goal: 

At IST we share a collective commitment to cultivate a vibrant community that em-
bodies the spirit of open-mindedness as defined by the International Baccalaure-
ate (IB). Within the unique context of our school and host city of Tianjin, our com-
mitment is to further nurture and enhance an inclusive environment where we all 
critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as well as the values and 
traditions of others. We will seek and evaluate a range of points of view, listening with 
a genuine desire to understand, and with a willingness to grow from the experience.
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NNuuttrriittiioonnaall  rreeaaddiinngg  oovveerr  

tthhee  wweeeekk  

每每周周营营养养分分析析  

   

NNuuttrriittiioonnaall  rreeaaddiinngg  oovveerr  

tthhee  wweeeekk  

每每周周营营养养分分析析    

   

        NNuuttrriittiioonnaall  rreeaaddiinngg  oovveerr  

tthhee  wweeeekk  

            每每周周营营养养分分析析    
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Diary Dates

Welcome to the IST Sports and Co-Curricular Activities (CCA) Program for the 2025-2026 school year 

Sports DatesSports Dates

Tuesday - January 20, 2026Tuesday - January 20, 2026
M.A.D.D. NightM.A.D.D. Night

Wednesday - January 22, 2026Wednesday - January 22, 2026
PP ExhibitionPP Exhibition

Friday~Sunday - January 23~25, 2026Friday~Sunday - January 23~25, 2026
BEIMUNBEIMUN

Monday - January 26, 2026Monday - January 26, 2026
Secondary Awards AssemblySecondary Awards Assembly

10 January – 
ISCOT MSVB Tournament: Boys @ IST; 

Girls @ TIS

12 January – 
HSBB TEDA @ IST

13 Januay – 
MSVB Practice 10

15 January – 
MSVB Practice 11

16 January – 
HSBB Practice 10

Please take note of the following dates: Please take note of the following dates: 

Season 2 Sport ScheduleSeason 2 Sport Schedule

	-�	 Starts Monday, 24 November and ends Friday, 27 Starts Monday, 24 November and ends Friday, 27 
FebruaryFebruary

	-�	 The program will run for approximately 10 school weeksThe program will run for approximately 10 school weeks

	-�	 No CCAs during holidays and PTSCs (conferences)No CCAs during holidays and PTSCs (conferences)

Please do not hesitate to contact our department with any questions. Please do not hesitate to contact our department with any questions. 

	-�	 Mr. Silvis – Athletics & Activities DirectorMr. Silvis – Athletics & Activities Director

          (ben_silvis@istianjin.org.cn)           (ben_silvis@istianjin.org.cn) 

	-�	 Ms. Guo Ying – Activities Officer (CCA’s) (ying_guo@istianjin.org.cn)    Ms. Guo Ying – Activities Officer (CCA’s) (ying_guo@istianjin.org.cn)    

	-�	 Ms. Durian Wang – Activities Officer (Sports) (durian_wang@Ms. Durian Wang – Activities Officer (Sports) (durian_wang@
istianjin.org.cn) istianjin.org.cn) 

	-�	 Activity Office: telephone 022-28592003 / extension 8150.Activity Office: telephone 022-28592003 / extension 8150.




