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Dear Parents

One of the most precious features of our school and community is the special partnership that our 
faculty and support staff share with parents. How wonderful it has been, therefore, to have seen 
so much of our parent community this last this week. There is nothing that pleases me more than 
seeing large gatherings of parents here on campus, whether it be for a presentation, an assembly, 
teacher meetings, yoga classes, picnics, practicing for a UN Day dance, watching our students par-
ticipate in sporting activities, or just hanging out in the Atomic Cafe or the PFO Community Room 
and garden. So, if you haven’t been on campus recently, please be sure to come in and see us!

Of course, one of the most important times that 
we get to see all of our parents is for our first and 
third quarter parent conferences, when you get 
an opportunity to sit down with your children’s 
teachers (and children) to learn about their 
school experience and to identify achievements 
and areas for future growth and development. 
It was terrific to see so many parents in school 
on Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons/eve-
nings this week for the conferences; I do hope 
that you found these to be informative and that 

you have a better understanding of our school programmes and of your child’s unique place within 
them. Please remember that our doors are always open, so if you have further questions or con-
cerns, you just need to contact us to arrange a time to come in again and talk. All that said, I want 
to take a moment to congratulate your children, who are amazing, and who continue to shine. We 
are all very proud of them all. 

One of the special annual events here at IST is UN ‘International’ Day, and this year’s celebration 
on Thursday was once again a highlight, and especially poignant given the many terrible conflicts 
and geopolitical tensions currently causing so much distress. As always, the day started with a 
colourful Parade of Nations and concluding with an amazing international lunch provided by our 
wonderful parents – thank you! We were also treated to a terrific concert with a range of items, 
including traditional Chinese and Japanese dance and instrumental items, K and J-pop,  an Indian 
dance, and 99 Red Ballons for the finale! I want to thank all the student, staff and parent perform-
ers for putting on such a wonderful show for our community to enjoy. 

Each year the IST Board of Governors approves a limited number of IB Diploma Scholarships and 
Bursaries to support students for Grades 11-12 (current G10 students apply). The Board looks to try 
to support current students whose families are under significant financial duress, and exceptional 
external students who we believe can add considerable value to our school community. Please be 
sure to read the detailed items later in Blaze, and please be sure to share this wonderful opportu-
nity with families beyond IST who have children who may benefit.

All IST families will be aware that this year the Board introduced a free daily lunch service in an ef-
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fort to better support the financial demands on families, but also to allow the caterers to predict more accurately the number of 
students who will order lunch each day. This predictability allows the caterers to run more efficiently and thus, hopefully, provide 
a better service. Last week we carried out a quick Grade 3-12 food service survey to gauge levels of satisfaction with the service, 
especially compared to last year’s service (for those who were here). The results have supported our anecdotal observations that 
most students definitely appear to be happier with the service this year, especially compared to our May 2024 survey in which 
68% of students indicated that they were satisfied with the quality of the service (and 32% dissatisfied). Here are the key results:
•	 98% of G3-12 students are using the service (21% use it 1-3 times per week and 77% use it 3-5 times per week). 2% of re-

spondents do not use the service.
•	 92% of students who were present at IST last year, reported the service as better than last year. 8% reported that it is worse!
•	 86% of students indicated that they are happy with the service; 14% were not happy (but do continue to use it).

Thus, in net terms, the satisfaction rating has improved from a middling 68% to a pretty positive 86%. By way of comparison, I 
will soon be chairing an accreditation team at a large and famous international school in the Asian region, and their survey sat-
isfaction rate was exactly the same as IST’s back in May, with 68% of students and parents satisfied. Unsurprisingly, food service 
is consistently the area of school services that receives the lowest community satisfaction ratings in international schools across 
the world. I therefore feel that our 86% approval rating is very positive, and with further feedback from parents, we hope to 
continue to improve!

Finally, although the weather is cooling off but still oscillating up to quite warm days, we are not yet running our heating system, 
so please ensure that your children bring something warm to wear just in case they get cold!

All the best for a relaxing weekend!

Steve Moody
Director
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International School of Tianjin Scholarship Program 
The International School of Tianjin (IST) is excited to announce its 
scholarship program for students in their final two years of school. This 
initiative serves two key purposes: 
 

1. Support for Current IST Students: We oCer exceptional 
educational opportunities to talented students facing financial 
challenges. 

2. Enrichment for Non-IST Students: We welcome talented non-IST 
students to enhance our diverse community and the quality of our 
IB Diploma Programme. 

Scholarship Details 
Types of Scholarships 
Scholarships are available for students entering Grade 11, with awards lasting 
up to two years: 

• Full Scholarships: Cover all tuition and capital fees for Grades 11 
and 12. 

• Tuition Scholarships: Cover tuition fees only for Grades 11 and 12. 
• Bursaries: Cover half the tuition fees for Grades 11 and 12. 

 
Benefits 
Students in the scholarship program will receive an excellent education, 
culminating in the IST High School Diploma. As an IB World School, students 
also have the chance to earn a full IB Diploma, recognized by top 
universities worldwide. 
 
Selection Process 
Each year, up to three scholarships or bursaries may be awarded to current 
IST students, with an equal number available for non-IST applicants. The 
selection includes: 

• Examinations 
• Formal Interviews 
• Final Decision by the IST Scholarship Committee 

 
Criteria for Selection: 

• Academic Excellence: 
o Current IST students must have honors/high honors in at 

least 2 of the last 3 semesters. 
o Non-IST candidates should be in the top 25% of their class. 

• Community Contribution: 
o Active involvement in CAS activities. 
o Promotion of the IB Diploma Programme. 
o Leadership within the school community. 

• Financial Need: Consideration for current IST students needing 
financial assistance. (Non-IST students DO NOT need to demonstrate 
financial need.)  

Eligibility 
Students of all nationalities are 
encouraged to apply. Current IST 
students with financial diTiculties 
can apply, but families may 
receive only one full scholarship 
at a time.  
A strong command of English is 
essential. 
 
Application Process 
To apply, candidates should 
request an application package 
from the school.  
 
Key dates: 
• Application Deadline: 

3:30pm, Friday, February 7, 
2025 

• Scholarship Examinations: 
Saturday, February 22, 2025 
(9:00am–2:30pm) 

• Interviews: Around March 5, 
2025 

• Award Anouncement: Late 
March 2025 
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Required Documents 
From the Student: 

• Personal statement covering your interests and reasons for applying. 
• Previous two years’ report cards from your school. (Including IST students) 

o Certificates for any honors or awards received.  
• At least two character reference letters (non-family).  

o IST students do not need a character reference but should give the 
names of two teachers who agree to support the application. 

• Any other relevant details. 
From the IST Parent (if applicable): 

• A formal letter explaining financial circumstances. 
• A letter from an employer stating that tuition is not covered by the company. 
• Non-IST students DO NOT need to demonstrate financial need. 

 
Application Fee 
A 2,000 RMB application fee is required, with the following conditions: 

1. Refunds: Full scholarship recipients or those not awarded a scholarship will receive a complete 
refund. 

2. Tuition Scholarships/Bursaries: The fee will be credited towards the standard application fee. 
3. Declined OLers: Candidates who decline a scholarship oTer forfeit the fee. 

 

Scholarship Selection Process 
Application 
To apply for a scholarship, students must submit the 
Scholarship Application Form and Fee by 3:30pm 
on Friday, February 7, 2025. This form collects 
personal details and educational history. 
Important: 

• Attach all required documents (see 
‘Required Documents’ section). 

• Incomplete or late applications will not be 
considered. 

 
Examinations 
Exams will take place at the school on Saturday, 
February 22, from 9:00am to 2:00pm. Students will 
complete three papers: 

1. Mathematics (9:00am–10:30am) 
Focus: Mathematical skills and problem-
solving. 

2. English (10:45am–12:15pm) 
Focus: Reading comprehension and essay 
writing. 

3. Science (12:30pm–1:45pm) 
Focus: General problem-solving, logic skills, 
and scientific writing (not based on specific 
course content). 

 
Interview 
After the exams, selected candidates will be invited 
for an interview with the selection panel, which 
includes the Director, Secondary Principal, Diploma 
Coordinator, and IST Board of Governors members. 
Discussion topics will include the student’s 
potential contributions to the school and their short- 
and long-term goals. Feel free to bring supporting 
materials to the interview. 
 
Interviews will be scheduled for March 5 unless 
otherwise notified. 
 
Results 
Candidates will receive their results by late March. 
Good luck! 
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Scholarship Application Form 
 

Student Information 

Family Name 
 
 

First Name  
 

Gender (Male / Female) 
 

Date of Birth (mm/dd/yy) Age at time of application 
 

Nationality & Citizenship 
 

Native Language 
 

Language at Home 
 

Other Languages 
 

Email Address 
 

Schools Attended (Begin with current school) 

Grade(s) School Name Location 
(city/country) 

Language(s) of 
Instruction 

Dates Attended 
mm/yy – mm/yy 

     

     

     

     

Please complete all parts of this application form 
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Parent Information 

MOTHER 

Family Name 
 
 

First Name  
 

Nationality & Citizenship 
 

Company Name 
 

Position 
 

Mother Signature Cell Number Email  

FATHER 

Family Name 
 
 

First Name  
 

Nationality & Citizenship 
 

Company Name 
 

Position 
 

Father Signature Cell Number Email  

 
GUARDIAN (If Applicable) 

Family Name 
 
 

First Name  
 

Nationality & Citizenship 
 

Guardian Signature Cell Number Email  

Address in Tianjin 
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Library hours: Monday to Thursday 7:30 to 4:30 | Friday 7:30 to 3:30 

IST Library & Information Literacy Center 
 

Our Mission 
The IST Library is a friendly place where our community is inspired and challenged to think critically, read 
widely, act ethically, value creativity, and defend the right to access information. 

 
LLiibbrraarryy  WWeeeekk  
Library Week is coming up on Oct. 28-Nov. 1. The theme for Library Week this year is Reading is My 
Superpower! The Library Assembly & Book Character Dress-Up Day will be on Nov. 1st at 8:30 am, in the 
IST theater. All students are encouraged to dress up as their favorite book character for the book character 
parade.  
 
Thank you to everyone who supported our book fair this week. Through your participation, we received 
10% of the book fair's profits in books, which enriches our library's collection. This contribution supports 
our students' learning and love for reading, and we appreciate your involvement and support.  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

PPaarreenntt  BBooookk  CClluubb   
Our next Parent Book Club selection is the novel Klara and the Sun by Kazuo Ishiguro. 
We will meet in the library to discuss the book on Thursday, November 7th, in the IST 
library. The library has copies of the book in English, Chinese, German, and Korean. A 
digital copy in English or Chinese is also available upon request.  
 
All interested parents are welcome to join us for a book discussion, coffee, and treats, 
even if you haven’t had a chance to read the book.  
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Over the last week, we have seen our MS boys and girls take part in the ISCOT football 
tournament and our HS Volleyball teams take on TIS:  
 
Saturday 19 September – ISCOT MS Girls Football Tournament 
 
This tournament was played in great spirits , with excellent sportsmanship and sterling effort 
from all teams. We started out against Wellington A and it soon became obvious they had 
several excellent players who were going to be difficult to manage. We were also a bit unlucky 
to face them in the first match as they seriously faded throughout the morning. More about that 
later! IST played with great intensity but fell 0-4 in the end. Undeterred, our girls decided to 
take their revenge on our next opponent TIS. This game was never in doubt after Rio’s 
zigzagging run into the box and her hard shot found the back of the net. Teppy scored two more 
after sustained pressure and the final result was 3-1. Great work against the team who, quite 
strangely, ended up winning the tournament - football can be a fickle sport sometimes ! Our 
final match was against Wellington B and although we went down 0-2, this scoreline did not 
reflect the match at all. Our girls absolutely peppered the goal and I think we took out a 
mortgage on the crossbar. Their goalkeeper was truly outstanding and genuinely won the match 
for them. So that was the end of the tournament, and our girls were pretty despondent about 
the outcome. It just goes to show that they turn up with the full intention of winning! I’m very 
proud of our IST battlers and cannot wait for their final tournament of the year in Beijing on 
Saturday 02 November. Gooooo blaze! (Mr. Williams) 
 
Saturday 19 September – ISCOT MS Boys Football Tournament 
 
Overall a good tournament with a lot of sportsmanship and many chances to grow again as a 
team. Alessio proved his growth, especially in the game against TIS A! Jordan showed that the 
is a very steady and dependable player. Our defense players are starting to act like the Chinese 
wall with our captain Zesheng making sure to be the link with our players up front. There were 
some players that played all games, showing that their stamina is in great shape! Once again 
Nathan scored the goal with a great shot. It was also fantastic to see so many IST parents 
attending the tournament and supporting our amazing students. We thank you, parents. I am 
proud to be the coach of this hard-working team and look forward to another exciting 
tournament in Beijing on 02 November. (Ms. Bekkenk) 
   
Monday 21 October – HS Volleyball Girls vs TIS 
 
On Monday, the IST girls' B team faced off against TIS in a preparatory match for the 
upcoming ISAC HS volleyball tournament. The girls showcased their improved skills and a 
solid understanding of the game as they practiced their positions and rotations. Their 
encouragement for one another, both on and off the court, highlighted their exceptional 
teamwork. The game also provided valuable insights into areas for improvement for each 
player, offering a perfect opportunity to set goals not only for the ISAC tournament but also 
for the upcoming year. This experience has laid a strong foundation for their continued growth 
and success. (Ms. Lily)  
 
Monday 21 October – HS Volleyball Boys vs TIS 
 
In the first set against TIS, our team faced some challenges but also showed flashes of brilliance. 
TIS capitalized on our mistakes, scoring 18 of their 25 points thanks to our own errors. While 



Back to ContentsBack to Contents

they earned about 4 points through solid attacks and blocks, their difficult serves added a few 
more to their tally. 
 
If we can eliminate just 50% of those errors, we could have secured a win with a commanding 
score of 25-16 instead of falling short at 25-22. 
 
On a positive note, we managed to deliver 11 kills through our spikes and blocks. To improve, 
we need to enhance our attack lines and focus on minimizing mistakes.  
The second set was a recap of the first set. Too many unforced errors and that meant we also 
lost this set. 
 
Let’s regroup and come back stronger in the next couple of matches. Upcoming Saturday we 
have our ISAC tournament at ISB and the week after the big ACAMIS Tournament in Hong 
Kong. 
 
Go Blazing Dragons Go (Mr Silvis) 
 

 
 
This weekend will be another busy one for our student athletes as we have 6 team competing 
at ISAC tournaments in Beijing.  
 
Our HS Boys Volleyball A Team will be travelling to ISB to compete in the Division 1 
Volleyball tournament against the best teams in Beijing while the B team will be travelling to 
Keystone to challenge for the Division 4 championship.  
 
Our HS Girls Volleyball A Team will be travelling to BCIS to also compete in the Division 1 
tournament against the best schools in Beijing while the B team will be heading to CISB for 
their shot at Division 4 glory. We also have our Boys and Girls MS Badminton teams who are 
travelling to WAB and ISB respectively to challenge the best MS badminton players in Beijing 
after their fantastic results last weekend in Tianjin.  
 
Next week our ACAMIS Volleyball teams will head to Hong Kong as our boys look to defend 
their ACAMIS Championship and the girls look to improve on their 3rd place from last year.  
 
Good luck to all our teams! GOOOOO BLAZE!!!!! 
 
 
Byron Kennedy 
Athletic Director  
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REMEMBER: 
 
HS Volleyball Practices = Mondays and Fridays: 15:30-17:00 
MS Football Practices = Tuesdays and Thursdays: 15:30 – 17:00 
MS Badminton Practices = Wednesdays 15:30 – 16:30; Thursdays 15:30 – 17:00 
 
Season 2 sports sign-ups went out this week.  
 
In season 2 we have:  
HS Basketball with practices on Mondays and Fridays from 15:30 – 17:00.  
MS Volleyball with practices on Tuesdays and Fridays from 15:30 – 17:00 
We also have Wednesday Conditioning to help support our athletes to develop their athletic 
abilities.  
 
If you want to sign up for a sport for season 2, please scan the below QR code. 
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Come along to our monthly meet ups to 
discuss books and enjoy coffee & cakes!

This month’s book is Klara and the Sun by 
Kazuo Ishiguro. The library has copies in 
English, Chinese, German and Korean.

Our next meeting is November 7th at 8.30am 
in the Library. 

Even if you haven’t read the book come along.

Book suggestions welcome. Hope to see you there!
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每每周周营营养养分分析析  
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Sports DatesSports DatesDiary Dates

Welcome to the IST Sports and Co-Curricular Activities (CCA) Program for the 2024-2025 school year 

Please take note of the following dates: Please take note of the following dates: 

Season 1 Sport ScheduleSeason 1 Sport Schedule

	-�	 Starts Monday, 2 Sep and ends Friday, 15 NovStarts Monday, 2 Sep and ends Friday, 15 Nov

	-�	 The program will run for approximately 10 school weeksThe program will run for approximately 10 school weeks

	-�	 No CCAs during holidays and PTSCs (conferences)No CCAs during holidays and PTSCs (conferences)

Please do not hesitate to contact our department with any questions. Please do not hesitate to contact our department with any questions. 

	-�	 Mr. Kennedy – Athletics Director (byron_kennedy@istianjin.org.cn) Mr. Kennedy – Athletics Director (byron_kennedy@istianjin.org.cn) 

	-�	 Mr. Silvis – Activities Director (ben_silvis@istianjin.org.cn) Mr. Silvis – Activities Director (ben_silvis@istianjin.org.cn) 

	-�	 Ms. Guo Ying – Activities Officer (CCA’s) (ying_guo@istianjin.org.cn)    Ms. Guo Ying – Activities Officer (CCA’s) (ying_guo@istianjin.org.cn)    

	-�	 Ms. Durian Wang – Activities Officer (Sports) (durian_wang@Ms. Durian Wang – Activities Officer (Sports) (durian_wang@
istianjin.org.cn) istianjin.org.cn) 

	-�	 Activity Office: telephone 022-28592003 / extension 8150.Activity Office: telephone 022-28592003 / extension 8150.
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Monday~Friday - October 28~November 1, 2024Monday~Friday - October 28~November 1, 2024
Library WeekLibrary Week

Friday - November 1, 2024Friday - November 1, 2024
Dress-Up DayDress-Up Day

Thursday~Saturday - November 7~9, 2024Thursday~Saturday - November 7~9, 2024
TIANMUNTIANMUN

Friday - November 8, 2024Friday - November 8, 2024
Staff Work/PD DayStaff Work/PD Day

Wednesday - November 13, 2024Wednesday - November 13, 2024
Musical Rehearsal (All Day)Musical Rehearsal (All Day)

Monday - November 18, 2024Monday - November 18, 2024
Musical Rehearsal (All Day)Musical Rehearsal (All Day)

Thursday~Friday - November 21~22, 2024Thursday~Friday - November 21~22, 2024
Musical Production (Night Time)Musical Production (Night Time)

Friday - November 29, 2024Friday - November 29, 2024
Winter Show (N-1)Winter Show (N-1)
Christmas Tree Lighting @RitzChristmas Tree Lighting @Ritz

26-Oct (Sat)
ISAC HS Volleyball Tournament Boys 1 @ ISB; 

Girls 1 @ BCIS
Boys 2 @ KEY; Girls 2 @ CISB

                      
30 Oct - 02 Nov (Wed – Sat)

ACAMIS HS Volleyball Tournament HKA (Hong 
Kong)

2-Nov (Sat)
ISAC MS Football Tournament Boys @ BCIS; 

Girls @ THIS

2-Nov (Sat)
BISGL Golf - Universal Handicap TBD


