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2023-24 IST Community-wide Goal: Understanding and Promoting the Diversity of Knowledge (IBLP)
Our community welcomes and values the multiplicity of interests, ideas, and beliefs and values that exist within our international community|
living here in Tianjin, and beyond, and we are committed to providing a safe, open-minded, and inclusive environment for all. In embracing
physical and socio-cultural diversity, we also champion diversity of thought and the critical thinking and open-minded inquir
and learning across a range of topics and disciplines that deepens conceptual understanding and intellectual growth and
independence. We listen carefully when considering alternative points of view, and we are willing to grow and change as
a result of sincere intellectual inquiry and discourse. We will engage with issues and ideas that have local and global
significance, we challenge injustice, and we take personal and professional responsibility for our roles, responsibilities
and actions, and their consequences.

Dear Parents and Students

One of the bitter-sweet moments in the school year is the departure of current faculty and the
announcement of the arrival of new faculty. We will have an opportunity to formally farewell departing
teachers later in the year, but today | am instead pleased to introduce the following new teachers who
will join our community in August:

e Kit Haines: NZ. MYP Individuals and Societies and DP History.

e Maddy Haines: NZ. MYP Individuals and Societies and DP Geography.
e Jeff Errington: Australia. Secondary Library.

e Ted Guggenheim: USA. Secondary English Language Acquisition.

e Troy Pearce: Australia. Grade 3.

e Anna Durnham: Australia. Grade 2.

As always we were pleased to welcome new parents in at school on Wednesday for the New Parent Orientation. Both principals met
with new parents to introduce them to a number of school systems and expectations and to answer some of the many questions
and worries that invariably come up for families newly arrived in Tianjin and at our school. We do encourage all new parents to be
forthcoming with questions and concerns so that we can deal with them quickly and avoid unnecessary stress and worry.

And as we race towards Chinese New Year and the end of the Year of the Rabbit and commencement of the Year of the Dragon, we
have also the opportunity to enjoy a full week of cultural celebrations, including:

e Lion Dance: Monday, 9:45AM, between the Han and Qin Building.

e Temple Fair: Wednesday, 8:30AM until 11:00AM, in the Han Theatre.

PFO Chinese Bazaar: Wednesday, 9:30AM-2:00PM, on the second floor of the Han Building.

e Dragon Dance: Thursday, 3:00PM, in the Gymnasium.

Special thanks to our Chinese staff and the PFO for organizing these terrific community events!

sy OWMAGH
Please note that due to the early finish to the week on Thursday, there will be no edition of Blaze next week, o AND S2WASC
and no school on Friday! Students return Monday 19 February.

I wish all community members (and especially those of you who are from previous Years of the
Dragon — 1964, 1976, 1988, 2000, and 2012) a most enjoyable and relaxing Spring Festival

Holiday, and a wonderful Year of the Dragon!

Happy Spring Festival! ‘Chun Jie Kuai Le!’

Steve Moody
Director
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the Parent Partnership

Dear parents,

Recently I've heard rumors that some secondary students have developed a habit of consuming
energy drinks as part of their daily routine, especially in the morning. Normally | do not respond
to rumors of this kind however, | think there is no harm in providing a brief warning about these
products to all parents. Energy drinks, although marketed as providing a quick energy boost, can
have detrimental effects on young people. They often contain high levels of caffeine and sugar,
which can lead to increased heart rate, disrupted sleep patterns, and heightened anxiety. Moreover,
the excessive intake of energy drinks can negatively impact academic performance and overall
well-being.

| hope that all parents will continue to encourage your children to prioritize healthier alternatives
like water, balanced nutrition and sufficient sleep to maintain optimal energy levels throughout the
day.

Sincerely
Rebecca Jiang
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Happy Lunar

A i New Year N

2\ Year of the Dragon 240NN

The Elementary School is going to have their annual Chinese New
Year celebration. We are warmly inviting everyone to join usin
celebrating this important Chinese tradition.

Schedule of the Main Events

Monday Opening Show by 9:45-9:50 Qutside in front of Han Whole school
Action Group Building

Wednesday Temple Fair (N-5) 8:30-9:30 N-G1 Theater Dress up in Chinese
10:10-11:10 G2-5 outfit if you like

INTER;H\TIONJ\L
SCHOOL of TIANJIN
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Wednesday Feb 7th
?2:30a.m.-2 p.m.

Come along to IST and enjoy
the joys and festivities of

the Chinese New Year!

With over 20 vendors

International School of Tianjin, No. 22, Weishan Nan Lu, Shuanggang, Jinnan District, Tianjin, 300350,
RKIBEFTHAFEXEFRERRKESR, PFEIREMEREX (XGE) MIUREK22S, filgw: 300350
Tel: +86 22 2859 2001
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IST Library & Information Literacy Center

Our Mission
The IST Library is a friendly place where our community is inspired and challenged to think critically, read
widely, act ethically, value creativity, and defend the right to access information.

Birthday Book Club

Thank you to Nina, grade 10, for her birthday book club donation to
the library. Nina’s birthday book is We Free the Stars by Hafsah
Faizal, the second book in the Sands of Arawiya duology. Nina
enjoyed the first book in this magical middle eastern-inspired
fantasy, so she requested the second book for her birthday book
selection. The first book is also available now in the library. Happy
birthday, Nina! We hope you enjoy the book.

If you would like to celebrate a special birthday with the IST Library %
Birthday Book Club, please contact the librarians at

. . .. .. ) > 9 B ’N@‘;_\
linnea_simon®@istianjin.org.cn or deb_kienzle@istianjin.org.cn for g\\\\\\

more information on how to join.

Panda Book Awards

The Panda Book Awards is a reading initiative which invites students and
teachers from participating international schools in China and beyond to vote
for their favorite book published in the previous school year. To learn more,
please visit: https://libguides.isb.cn/friendly.php?s=pandabookawards. Panda
Book Awards voting will begin in late February.

l A WORLD WHERE WATER 13 FOR EVERYONE...

This week IST librarians recommend Thirst by Varsha Bajaj, in the Older
Readers category. Thirst, set in Mumbai, is the story a girl who fights for her
belief that everyone should have access to water. This is an exciting
contemporary fiction book perfect for anyone who enjoys realistic fiction,
books with strong female characters, and learning more about real-life
problems and the people who work to solve them.

Parent Book Club—February 20" @ 8:30 in the library

Our next Parent Book Club selection is the novel The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah. We
will meet to discuss this book on February 20", in the library. The library has copies of
the book in English, Chinese and Korean. A digital copy in English or Chinese is also
available upon request.

All interested parents are welcome to join us for a book discussion, coffee, and treats,
even if you haven’t had a chance to read the book. Contact one of our library staff to
join our WeChat group.

Library hours: Monday to Thursday 7:30 to 4:30 | Friday 7:30 to 3:30
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PERSONAL PROJECT

INFORMATION

SESSION

=« G9 STUDENTS
AND FAMILY

« 9:30AM - 10:00 AM

- HAN TEACHER
CENTER

PERSONAL PROJECT
EXHIBITION

- ALL WELCOME

« 10:00 AM - 12:45PM
- IST THEATER

DP OPTIONS
AFTERNOON
« GIO STUDENTS
AND FAMILY
« 2:30 PM - 4:00 PM
- HAN TEACHER
CENTER

INTERNATIONAL

f@ SCHOOL of TIANJIN

Working Learning Acting TOGETHER

WEDNESDAY, 28 FEBRUARY

PERSONAL PROJECT EXHIBITION &

DP SUBJECT OPTIONS

Grade 10 has been working very
hard to prepare and share their
projects with the IST community!

Please join us to celebrate their hard
work. All are welcome.

GRADE 9 STUDENTS AND FAMILY

You are invited to an

information
session about the Personal Project at

9:30 am.

GRADE 10 STUDENTS AND FAMILY

You are invited to an information

session about DP options at 2:30 pm.
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Come along to our monthly meet ups to
discuss books and enjoy coffee & cakes!

This month’s book is The Four Winds by

Kristin Hannah. The library has copies in
English, Chinese and Korean.

Our next meeting is Tuesday 20th February at B
8.30am in the Library.

Even if you haven’t read the book come along.

Book suggestions welcome. Hope to see you there!
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PFO Tour of the Shi Family Grand
Courtyard

o

"/ Join the PFO for a visit to Shijiada Yuan February 22nd
We leave school 9am and return 2.30pm
Scan the QR-code to join the group for more info
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Dear Parents

As you may have noticed, we have made some adjustments to our official WeChat account.
Here they are:

1. New Video Channel: The new 'Channel' tab can be found under the 'Follow' button. Each

week, we will post videos on various topics. If you haven't already, scan the QR code below
to give us a follow and stay tuned for our weekly updates.

ISTEIFF A #

2. Now you can find three tabs at the bottom of the chat window: 'About Us,' 'News," and
'Explore.' For the school's promo video, contact info, and general information, you can find
them in "About Us.' For weekly 'Blaze," videos, and event announcements, you can find them
in 'News.' The 'Explore’ tab includes the Photo Gallery, school calendar, and PFO
information.

Just in case you haven't followed our official account, scan this QR code and follow us!

Advancement & Communication Office
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ATHLETICS SEASON TWO — END OF SEASON ROUNDUP

Season two has flown by and most teams have now completed their seasons. MS volleyball teams still
have one final exchange this coming weekend where they will play against teams from TEDA and Wuhan.
Below you will find a summary of the tournaments that our teams have played in over the last couple of
weeks:

MS Volleyball Boys ISCOT and ISAC Tournaments

In a thrilling ISCOT volleyball tournament, the Blazing Dragons faced ups and downs, dominating the first
set against Wellington but struggling in subsequent matches as we lacked consistency in our serving and
receiving. Despite challenges, the team displayed progress, from how we played during the season and
improvement was evident. The team acknowledged the need for consistent serving and precise receiving.
The ISAC tournament that followed, on home ground, saw the Blazing Dragons' show remarkable progress
even from the tournament the week before. The tournament culminated in a positive final match which
helped the boys secure 5th place overall for the tournament. The tournaments showcased not only the
competitive spirit but also the shared dedication and growth of all teams and allowed our boys to not
only display their improved abilities but also see them in action against a multitude of teams. This leaves
the team with a very positive outlook for future seasons.

Please join us this Saturday at IST as they conclude their volleyball season with a commitment to further
refine their skills in what should be a fun volleyball showcase. The exchange will be at the IST gym from
09:00 — 14:00 this coming Saturday 03 February. You are all invited to come and watch and support. Go
Blaze Go (Mr. Silvis)

MS Girls ISAC Tournament

The middle school volleyball team showcased their unwavering determination and growth at the year-
end ISAC tournament, leaving a lasting impression on the court.

The tournament began with a challenging match against the formidable G8 WAB team, resulting in a loss
in the opening set. However, the team quickly regrouped, channelling their determination and teamwork
to mount a remarkable comeback, emerging victorious with a hard-fought 2-1 finish. The team then faced
off against BIBA, the eventual second-place finishers. Though they fought valiantly, the team fell short of
victory.
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The team's overall performance in the group stage led them to the semi-finals, where they encountered
Keystone, the tournament winners. Despite the formidable opposition, IST maintained their spirits and
positive energy, showcasing their growth and determination in a tough battle.

In the 3rd place game against the G7 WAB team, IST displayed their improved skills and communication.
While they fell just short of victory, their strengthened friendships and camaraderie with other players
were evident, highlighting the positive impact of their journey.

As the season concludes, the middle school volleyball team can reflect on their exceptional achievements
and growth. Their resilience, sportsmanship, and commitment to improvement have earned them well-
deserved recognition. With strengthened friendships and an enhanced skill set, the team is poised for
future success as they continue to pursue their passion for volleyball.

The girls will also be playing in the exchange this Saturday, here at IST and would appreciate all the support
they can get from their home crowd. Please come down and support the event which will take place from
9am to 2pm on Saturday 03 February. (Mr Diegel)

HS Boys and Girls — BASKETBALL ACAMIS BEJING

Our high school basketball teams travelled to Beijing last week for a three day tournament against schools
from China, Hong Kong and Macau. 6 schools were competing in both the boys and girls tournaments.

IST;

Harrow Beijing (HBJ);

Nanjing International School (NIS)
Shekou International School (SIS)

The International School of Macau (TISM)
Hong Kong Academy (HKA)
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This is the final and biggest tournament of the season for our High School basketball teams and what they
had been training towards all season. With their best performances in ACAMIS last year, the teams had
pressure and expectations that they were looking to live up to this year.

Both teams had two games on day one. The boys had two hard-fought games that were close until the
final whistle. While they narrowly lost their first game to TIS, they managed to claim victory against NIS
who had beaten them twice last year.

Our girls had a tougher time on day one as they seemed to be feeling the pressure and excitement a little
more that expected. They struggled to get out of first gear and could not find any attacking rhythm. Their
defense also seems stiff as they gave away too many points in both games. With two losses on the first
day, our girls had some thinking and re-grouping to do before day 2.

Day 2 was filled with 3 tough games for both boys and girls.

Our girls kicked off the day against the eventual undefeated champions of the tournament, HKA. Although
we lost the game, we finally started to find some rhythm and our defense improved immensely providing
the confidence boost required for the remaining pool-stage games. Our girls needed to win both of their
remaining games to make it into the semi-final stage. With the pressure on our girls dug deep and showed
true grit, determination, and teamwork as they claimed victory in both remaining games against NIS and
HBJ respectively. The showed improvement in every minute of these two games to secure a semi-final
spot against the formidable powerhouse team from HKA.

The boys also started their day with a loss against the eventual undefeated champions, HBJ. They then
played HKA in a game that challenged them and forced them to play smarter basketball to claim victory
by 5 points. Our boys would need to win their final game of the day to end in 3" position and avoid HBJ
in the semi-finals. We played an outstanding game and did exactly what we needed to against a tough SIS
team. Showcasing some of our best basketball of the tournament our boys took victory and would move
onto the semi-finals where they would face TISM.

The girls kicked off the semi-finals on the final day of play. It was a tough game where HKA’s size and
experience proved to be too much for our girls as they were outmuscled and outscored. We showed
strength in defense but lacked control in offence and had too many turnovers. This would mean a final
game against SIS (who had beaten them in the first game of the tournament) for 3™ place. Once again,
our defense was solid, but too many turnovers on attack meant too much pressure on the defense
throughout the game. Although our ladies played a much better game than their first game against SIS,
they came up short on the scoreboard and would have to settle for a well-deserved 4™ place overall for
the tournament.



FRIDAY 2 FEBRUARY 2024

s
WEEKTLY Working LearninglA'ctingfLOGETHER

The boys semi-final was against TIS who had beaten them in the first game of the tournament. We were
looking to rectify that result and got off to a fantastic start leading by 7 after the first quarter. TIS pushed
back in the second while the third quarter saw both teams leading at times and the score remaining within
two points. TIS got on a run early in the 4th quarter and our boys unfortunately could not close the gap
meaning they too would play for 3rd/4th place in the boys' tournament.

The boys’ 3™ place game was an intense battle against SIS which saw the lead change hands regularly
throughout the matchup. Everything came down to the last few minutes of the final quarter. Our boys
kept cool heads and showed nerves of steel as they won the game by 4 points to claim the 3rd place
trophy.

Our teams showed wonderful displays of basketball and sportsmanship throughout the tournament and
will be returning to IST holding their heads high after a very successful, enjoyable and tiring tournament.

A huge congratulations to the following students who were selected as tournament all-star players:
Zoe Xu

Qiqi Yao
Jeremy Chen

I would also like to send a special thank you to our seniors (DP2) students who competed in their final
basketball tournaments for IST.

Kirika Murakami

Qi Yao (Qiqi)

Jonas Tschoepel
My

Yao Qi Jonas Tschoepel Kirika Murakami

Thank you for your commitment and efforts throughout the years. We wish you all the best in your future.
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SEASON 3

All season 3 sports will begin immediately after the CNY break. Sign-up forms will be sent out early next
week. Please keep the following practice dates in mind:

HS Football — Mondays and Fridays —15:30 - 17:00
HS Badminton — Mondays and Fridays — 15:30 — 17:00
MS Basketball — Tuesdays and Thursdays — 15:30 — 17:00

We hope to see you all there!

GOOOO BLAZE
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MENU G3 G12

Monday 2024-02-05

salad/Fruit Seasonall Fresh Salad Bar
Fruit of the Day

Tuesday 2024-02-06
Seasonal Fresh Salad Bar
Fruit of the Day

Wednesday 2024-02-07
Seasonal Fresh Salad Bar
Fruit of the Day

Thursday 2024-02-08
Seasonal Fresh Salad Bar
Fruit of the Day

Friday 2024-02-09
Seasonal Fresh Salad Bar

Fruit of the Day
Pizza Margherita

ZAHpE

Chicken Schnitzel
YRS HE

Beef Lasagna Chicken Fajita

ST RE SBVEERS P
Western Stir fry Vegetable #3#%3£ | Stir fry Vegetable #0#R3E | Stir fry Vegetable #5332 | Stir fry Vegetable #it ik
From The
Grill Station Roasted Potatoes Roasted Potatoes Roasted Potatoes Roasted Potatoes
+5/4 e A ELE +5/4
Allergy: flour, cheese, tomato . Allergy: beef, cheese, AIIerg.y: Cumin, cajun
Allergy: chicken, breadcrumb R R seasoning, pepper, sour
sauce onion, pepper, milk
cream, flour
Fried Rice Noodle with ) ) ) Noodle with Pork in Korean
Beef Teriyaki Chicken Curry -
Vegetables H SR8 447 DN Bean Paste or Chili Paste
BSR4 R TH /KRS TH
Aistan From ber Salad $:32/T fry Cabbage Kb¥ E13% | Stir f ble Kbmi 7 Fried Eggs
Cucumber Sala Stir fry Cabbage 12 Stir fry Vegetable J
?e v ge JaNEE : vt
Wok/Noodl Fried Eggs . A
Steamed Rice Steamed Rice
e Station RS = A
5 . Allergy: chicken,curry paste, i
Allergy: egg, seasame Allergy: beef, soya sauce e Allergy: egg, bean,wheat
N | ith Vi 1
Vegetarian e 1= MSI:::up egetable Vegetable Curry Vegetable Wrap
NI ER 3 BRI
B S
Soup Tomato and Egg Soup Pumpkin Soup Minestrone Tomato and Egg Soup
Vi A MiZSE S INE pRvyigs] FAMIESES
Dessert Banana Bread &G Cookies BfT Swiss Roll Fi+¥% Apple Pie SERJR
Nutritional reading over the week Energy #E& (Kcal) Carbohydrate BR/KL &# (g)
BRI E IR T 731 104
Nutritional recommendation F#@iL 725 100

WENU NURSERY-G2

Tuesday 2024-02-06

Monday 2024-02-05 Wednesday 2024-02-07

Thursday 2024-02-08 Friday 2024-02-09
snack Yoghurt Carrot Cake Cookies Banana Bread Vegetable Sandwich
Fruit Cut Fruit Cut Fruit Cut Fruit Cut Fruit Cut
) ) Sauteed Chicken with )
Margherita Pizza . Baked Beef Macaroni
o Broccoli

Chicken Burger
AT R /NS 4 T B 9
Sweet Corn and Broccoli

Vegetable Sticks
ERBLVE=TE

Stir Fry Zucchini and Corn

Vegetable Sticks
BHF FHER KK
Set Meal
Vegetable Sticks Rice Vegetable Sticks Roasted Potato
KK KRIR K Bie
Allergy: flour, tomato . Allergy: flour, beef, .
sauce, cheese, herb Allergy: soya sauce tomato sauce, herb Allergy: wheat
Fruit Fruit of the Day Fruit of the Day Fruit of the Day Fruit of the Day Fruit of the Day
Drinks Milk/Yoghurt/Yakult Milk/Yoghurt/Yakult Milk/Yoghurt/Yakult Milk/Yoghurt/Yakult Milk/Yoghurt/Yakult
Nutritional reading over the week Energy & (Kcal) Carbohydrate BR/KLEH (g
B JEE IR 726 105
Nutritional recommendation
IR 725 25 100

25

WWW.COMPass-group.com.cn

Morning snack offer available at 6 rmb, Snack are only available for daily set lunch consumers.
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DiARY DATES i SpoRTS DATES
Friday~Thursday - February 2~86, 2024 , Saturday O3 February -
Grade 12 Mock Exams MS Volleyball Invitational (Boys and girls @

IST)
Friday~Friday - February 9~16, 2024
Chinese New Year Holidays A

Saturday - February 24, 2024
Scholarship Exam

Wednesday - February 286, 2024
MYP PP Exhibition & IB DP Option

WeLcoME T0 THE IST SPORTS AND CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES (CCA) PROGRAM FOR THE 2023-2024 SCHOOL YEAR

Please take note of the following dates: Please do not hesitate to contact our department with
Season 2 Sport Schedule any questions.
© Starts Monday, 27 Nov and ends Friday, 1 Mar © Mr. Kennedy - Athletics Director

byron_kennedy@istianjin.org.cn
© The program will run for approximately 10 school (byron_ y@ ]] g.ch)

weeks © Mr. Silvis - Activities Director
(ben_silvis@istianjin.org.cn)

© Ms. Guo Ying - Activities Officer (CCA's)
(ying_guo@istianjin.org.cn)

© No CCAs during holidays and PTSCs (conferences)
Season two includes:

© HS Football -(Mondays and Fridays 15:30 - 17:00) © Ms. Durian Wang - Activities Officer (Sports)
© MS Basketball-(Tuesdays and Thursdays 15:30 - (durian_wang@istianjin.org.cn)

17:00) © Activity Office: telephone 022-28592003 /
© HS Badminton-(Mondays and Fridays 15:30 - extension 6150.
17:00)



